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Together with the World Bank &
United Nations to End Poverty

Leaders of the world’s foremost faith organizations
gathered in September to send a loud and unique signal
of solidarity in order to end global poverty as a unified
force. From India, Pujya Swami Chidanand Saraswatiji,
President of Parmarth Niketan Ashram and Co-Founder,
Global Interfaith WASH Alliance and Sadhvi Bhagawati
Saraswati, Secretary-General, Global Interfaith WASH
Alliance were invited and requested to speak on the
auspicious occasion.

The gatherings, hosted by the World Bank, United
Nations and Faith-Based Organizations including the
Global Interfaith WASH Alliance, signified a landmark
moment in the United Nation’s 70-year history, in which
multi-lateral organizations and faith based organizations
came together to join hands in making concrete plans
for the eradication of extreme poverty and inequality.
As a lead-up to the meeting, in the spring of 2015,
the World Bank brought together senior religious

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gsuRtBrVpyw
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representatives to bring forth a document titled
“The Moral Imperative,” which outlined the crucial
role and responsibility of faith leaders in eradicating
extreme poverty. This was followed in July by a twoday high-level conference on Religion and Sustainable
Development with World Bank President, Dr. Jim Yong
Kim at which Pujya Swami Chidanand Saraswatiji and
Sadhvi Bhagawati Saraswati were also delegates,.
At today’s meeting, the assembled declared the
importance of the faiths coming together if the glaring
issues of world poverty are to be solved and the soon-tobe-launched Sustainable Development Goal agenda may
be met.
Every day, some 1 billion people go to bed hungry. 783
million people do not have access to clean water and
almost 2.5 billion do not have access to sanitation.
Said Pujya Swami Chidanand Saraswati, Co-Founder,
Global Interfaith WASH Alliance, “Our being together,
here and now, represents a great threshold of history.
Right now, this very minute, hope is in our hands. We
commit to ending extreme poverty by 2030 because we
recognize the world is one family, we recognize that the
same Divine Spirit flows through us all, we recognize
that we cannot worship the creator without protecting
the creation.”
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Said Sadhvi Bhagawati Saraswati, Secretary General,
Global Interfaith WASH Alliance, “We have worked
together, across all boundaries and borders of race
and religion, for the last 15 years to help achieve
the Millennium Development Goals. Through your
commitment, dedication and concerted effort, much has
been accomplished. However, there is still much to do. It
is a time for celebration, but not a time for complacency.
It is a time for renewed commitment – commitment to
the SDGs, commitment for the present and the future of
our planet and all of our sisters and brothers with whom
we share it.”
Pujya Swami Chidanand Saraswati also led a pledge of
solidarity in which all the leaders stood and held hands
as he spoke, “We are united by love for humanity and
our commitment to serve humanity. Together we will
eradicate poverty. Together we will ensure that our
global family has access to water, sanitation, hygiene,
health and education. Together we will have faith,
and together we will BE faith. Together the world will
change.”
Leading the prayer for eradicating poverty and
inequality, Sadhvi Bhagawati Sararaswati said, “Let us
join together, in heart, mind, intention and action; let
us pray and serve together so that all of our brothers
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and sisters of every culture, every country, every color and
every creed are free from the scourge of extreme poverty
and inequality.
Sadhvi Bhagawati Saraswati also shared about the great
success of Global Interfaith WASH Alliance’s programs at
the recent Kumbha Mela in Nasik, with tens of millions
of devout Hindu followers. The programs brought
together revered heads of the various lineages within

Hinduism and, for the first time in history, focused on
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) and ending open
defecation in India where approximately 1200 children
under the age of five perish every day due simply to lack of
water, sanitation and hygiene.

See more photos online. Click:
http://tinyurl.com/ptamw2h

Watch the pledge to End Poverty. Click: https://youtu.be/gsuRtBrVpyw
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Historic Proclamation Signed with
United Nations Agencies and GIWA
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Signing of
Signing
of the
the declaration
declaration with
with Andre
Andre Dzikus,
Dzikus, UN-Habitat
UN-Habitat

See more photos online. Click
http://tinyurl.com/prrkj8b
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The Parliament of the World’s Religions

Making History Through Togetherness

Over a hundred years after Swami
Vivekanandaji made history at the
Parliament of the World’s Religions,
renowned spiritual leaders of India,
led by HH Pujya Swami Chidanand
Saraswatiji, traveled to Salt Lake City,
USA for the world’s sixth Parliament of
the World’s Religions, where they took
a resounding stand for a Swachh Bharat
and to help save our world’s dwindling
water resources. Approximately 10,000
leaders from 50 religious traditions and
80 nations attended. Relive the story
with us in the following pages.
|Parmarth Niketan News

Pujya Swamiji inspires participants with His closing
speech during the Parliament of the World’s Religions
9
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Pujya Swamiji commends the organizers of the langar at the World Parliament of World’s Religions,
during which all attendees of the Parliament were fed delicious meals by loving volunteers, free of cost
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Pujya Swamiji lauds the Chairman of the World Parliament of
the World’s Religions, Imam Abdul Malik Mujahid, for bringing
together a historic gathering

Pujya Swamiji lovingly greets Dr. Michael Bernard Beckwith,
Founder of the Agape International Spiritual Center

Sadhvi Bhagawatiji meets with the team behind Oprah Winfrey’s new television series, “Belief ” after a beautiful
premier episode was screened at the Parliament of the World’s Religions
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Sadhvi Bhagawatiji connects with Rabbi David Saperstein,
Ambassador at Large for Inter-religious Freedom,USA

With Rev Adam Russell Taylor, World Bank, and Dr. Michael
Bernard Beckwith, Founder, Agape International Spiritual Center

With URI President, Bishop William Swing, URI Executive
Director, Victor Kazanjian and URI Global Chair, Kiran Bali

|Parmarth Niketan News

12

Late Autumn, 2015

Ibrahim Ahmad Abu El Hawa from Jerusalem, Israel,
joyfully meets Pujya Swamiji

Mr. Fahad Abualnasr, Director General/Director of Finance and
Administration, KAICIID, greets Pujya Swamiji

Leaders from the world’s major faiths celebrate ahimsa and equality for all with members of the Harijan Sevak Sangh Gandhi Ashram

|Parmarth Niketan News

13

Late Autumn, 2015

|Parmarth Niketan News

14

Late Autumn, 2015

|Parmarth Niketan News

15

Late Autumn, 2015

http://tinyurl.com/WASH-panel
http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/75647556
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http://www.ustream.tv/
recorded/75577301
http://tinyurl.com/shakti-panel
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Global Interfaith
WASH Alliance
Climate Change and You
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http://www.ustream.tv/
recorded/75704976
http://tinyurl.com/climate-panel
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The Women’s Assembly
of the Parliament of Religions

During a beautiful session on the first day of the Parliament of the
World’s Religions in Salt Lake City, a session themed ‘Religious and
Spiritual Sources of Inspiration and Empowerment for Women’
was held to empower women everywhere to be the change that
they want to see in the world.
Sadhvi Bhagawatiji spoke on a panel with the following beautiful
and renowned women:
• Marianne Williamson, internationally acclaimed spiritual
author and lecturer
• Phyllis Curott, attorney, author, Vice-Chair of the Parliament
and Chair of the Women’s Task Force
• Bishop Dr. Barbara King, Founder Minister/World Spiritual
Leader of Hillside International Truth Center, Inc.
• Charlene Spretnak - Author is one of the founding mothers of
the Women’s Spirituality movement

Watch the Video:
http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/75577301
See More Photos:
http://tinyurl.com/women-assembly
|Parmarth Niketan News
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See more Articles from the
Parliament!
Click: www.WashAlliance.org
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Meeting with Dr. Jane Goodall

at Parliament of World’s Religions

Pujya Swamiji and Sadhvi Bhagawatiji met with famed
Primatologist, Dr. Jane Goodall at the Parliament of
World’s Religions and discussed issues ranging from
environmental preservation, climate change, and
conservation of biodiversity.
Pujya Swamiji shared with her the numerous initiatives
Global Interfaith WASH Alliance, Ganga Action Parivar
and the Divine Shakti Foundation were engaged in to
serve in these areas. They both agreed that there could
be a plan A and a plan B but there could not be a planet
B and discussed several ways in which they could work
together for a better, more sustainable future for all.
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Celebrating Divine Mother on
Holy Navaratri in Louisville
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See More Photos:
http://tinyurl.com/louisville-satsang

|Parmarth Niketan News

28

Late Autumn, 2015

Celebrating Navaratri

in Indiana, USA

Divine Satsang
Divine
Satsang at
at the
the home
home of
of Dr.
Dr. Bharatbhai
Bharatbhai and
and Pannaben
Pannaben Barai,
Barai, with
with the
the members
members
of the
of
the Bharatiya
Bharatiya Temple
Temple Executive
Executive Committee
Committee
Pujya Swamiji and Sadhvi Bhagawatiji gave a special
satsang during the auspicious occasion of Navratri at the
Bharatiya Temple of NWI in Merriville, Indiana (near
Chicago).
Sadhviji started the satsang by saying, “What is the light
that we are talking about in this theme of today’s satsang
‘Celebrating the Light.’ It’s not just the external light of the
light bulb or the magnificent light of the Sun that allows
us to see the world. Because our sight of the world is so
different from another person’s vision of that same light
or from any other creatures vision. So what is the light
that truly helps us see the truth? That is the inner light.”
She discussed the nature of the darkness and then how to
connect with our true inner light.
Pujya Swamiji shared so beautifully, “Celebrating Light
is Celebrating Life. He shared the mantra of ‘Asatoma,
Sadgamaya...’ and this mantra doesn’t talk about the light
outside but it speaks about the inner light, the inner truth.
Because while it is beautiful to have 24 hr electricity, often
times with these comforts and utilities we are not able to
|Parmarth Niketan News
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utilize our life. Often we have so much pain and suffering
in our lives. But the rishis and the sages constantly remind
us to not get stuck in this external light but turn to the
inner light.” He reminds participants of the reminders and
examples that illustrate to us where to look for the true
light and how to sustain it so that it burns brightly in our
hearts, in our minds and our souls.
He also met with the Temple Committee to plan how to
engage, involve and inspire the youth and the younger
generation so that they can understand and share the
wealth of wisdom and grounding that comes from their
cultural heritage. The planning included establishing
‘Priest Training Institutes’ so that priests can be educated
and engaged to understand their culture and to share
it with others in new, innovative, relevant and practical
ways.
He gave everyone a beautiful and sacred sapling of
Bhelpatra as a symbol of celebrating a green and
sustainable Navratri.
Late Autumn, 2015

Watch Pujya Swamiji’s inspiring
satsang/talk in Hindi
https://youtu.be/Zomvz1OoAaQ…
Watch Sadhvi Bhagawatiji’s
inspiring satsang/talk in English:
https://youtu.be/e-2_CG-EZ_Q…

|Parmarth Niketan News
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Upliftment in Mexico at the
Global Meeting on Human Values

The Seventh Annual Worldwide Meeting on Human
Values took place in Monterrey, Mexico, in which
HH Pujya Swami Chidanand Saraswatiji, President of
Parmarth Niketan (Rishikesh, India) and Co-Chair of the
Global Interfaith WASH Alliance, and Sadhvi Bhagawati
Saraswatiji, President of the Divine Shakti Foundation and
Secretary-General of Global Interfaith WASH Alliance,
were warmly welcomed as Spiritual Leaders and keynote
speakers. They led two special programs on “Love and
Consciousness in Action” with founder/President of
Organic India, Shri Bharat Mitra, one was a main keynote
address and the other a longer, in depth, interactive
workshop.
Pujya Swamiji also led a special prayer for our brothers
and sisters in regions of Mexico affected by the recent
hurricane, Patricia which was taking place at the time of
this function. He reminded those in attendance that it is
|Parmarth Niketan News 		
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times of natural disaster that we must all be called into
action to prevent massive disasters and to realign our lives
so that they can be in harmony with Mother Nature.
Pujya Swamiji said, “Oneness is the key. We must live our
lives in peace not pieces, being better not bitter. We need
to understand that in a world of Facebook we must face
our own book, see where we stand, asking ourselves, ‘How
have we served our global family with our thoughts, words
and actions?’”
He continued, “We can connect to the internet but must
not forget our divine innernet, because as Mahatma
Gandhiji said, “There is no point in moving so fast if we
are moving in the wrong direction.’ We must ensure that
while we expand technologically we also must expand
in our consciousness and stay grounded to our common
human values, which is so incredibly crucial for our
sustainable, harmonious and holistic future.”
Sadhvi Bhagawatiji said, “There is no compassion and love
without action. When you truly love then you recognize
the other as self, as one with you. Therefore, to serve the
|Parmarth Niketan News 		
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self becomes natural and obvious. Hence, expansion of our
Global Consciousness is crucial to ensuring that none of
our brothers and sisters are ever left without food, shelter,
water and the basic necessities needed to survive.”
In this spirit, she led everyone in a beautiful meditation, in
both the keynote address and also the workshop.
Additionally at the final. Concluding event of the full
conference, she led all the speakers and organizers in a
special water blessing ceremony, which was blessed by
Pujya Swamiji, and reminded those present of the need to
reaffirm our commitment to work for safe and sufficient
water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH).
Bharat Mitra said, “All sectors of society, especially the
corporate and business sector, must come forward not
only to make profit but to know that the well-being of
their brothers and sisters, all their employees and clients
is intimately inter-linked to their own growth. Therefore,
compassion in action and love in action is crucial and
sustainable for the business sector. My company, Organic
India, has the mission of being a vehicle of consciousness
and we are glad to be working with Pujya Swamiji and
Late Autumn, 2015

Sadhviji to impact and help more farmers and individuals in need.”
Other renowned speakers and presenters at the conference
included:
Ms. Mary Robinson, Ireland, Former President of Ireland and UN
Special Envoy for Climate Change
Dr. Bruce H. Lipton, Ph.D, USA, Developmental Biologist, author
of “The Biology of Belief ”
Mr. Justin Rosenstein co-founder of Asana andOneProject.org,
along with Facebook co-founder Dustin Moskovitz.
Ms. Barbara Marx Hubbard, EUA, Evolutionist and Author
Mr. Ervin Lazlo, systems philosopher, integral theorist, and
classical pianist, Founder and Former President of the Club of
Buddhapest
Ms. Rama Jyoti Vernon, USA, Founder of the California Yoga
Teacher’s Association and Publisher of the Yoga Journal
Mr. Ted Chu, eminent economist from the World Bank,
Ms. Sandra De Castro Buffington, Leader for Social Change of
Entertainment
And many other esteemed dignitaries in their respective fields.
|Parmarth Niketan News 		
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See more photos online. Click
http://tinyurl.com/pks2wr3
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Namami Gange Conference
with Hon’ble Sadhvi Umashri Bhartiji

The Ministry of Ganga Rejuvenation and
Water Resources held a special Namami Gange
Conference at Parmarth Niketan (Rishikesh).
Members of the BJP Ganga Cell of all the states
from which the River Ganga passes. Hon’ble
Minister Umashri Bhartiji with Dr. Vinay
Sahasrabudhai, National Vice President of BJP,
Mr Trivendra Singh Rawat, National Convenor
Namami Gange and many others.
The discussions included plans to work together
to end pollution of the sacred national river,
planned organic farming on both sides of the
riverbed, as well as wide-scale involvement of
civil society and people to ensure that the River
remains clean, green and serene.
There was also a beautiful hands on clean up
programme, engaging all participants to take
their discussions into action and reaffirm their
pledge to restore Mother Ganga.
|Parmarth Niketan News
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In Very Loving Memory of Beloved

HH Pujya Swami Dayananda
Saraswatiji

HH Pujya Swami Dayananda Saraswatiji, one of the most
renowned and beloved saints of India attained Mahasamadi
yesterday at his ashram in Rishikesh.
Said HH Pujya Swami Chidanand Saraswatiji, President
of Parmarth Niketan, Rishikesh and Co-Founder of
the Global Interfaith WASH Alliance, “Pujya Swami
Dayananda Saraswatiji was a great inspiration for this
world. Through his timeless wisdom, humour and
compassionate approach, he brought the holy teachings
of the Vedas to the masses, so that they could be realized
and lived in the hearts of all. He will be greatly missed. He
was truly a global Guru, a giant and a genius who selflessly
served as the divine vessel to bring not only the timeless
teachings but also the divine touch of love, light & laughter
to all”
|Parmarth Niketan News
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Said Sadhvi Bhagawati Saraswati, President of the Divine
Shakti Foundation and Secretary General of the Global
Interfaith WASH Alliance, “He was a precious and peerless
treasure-chest of wisdom and light. Being in his presence
itself was such a gift, such a blessing. He was the highlight
of our International Yoga Festival each year at Parmarth,
bringing such clarity, depth and inspiration to seekers of
every walk of life from across the globe..”
Said HH Pujya Swami Chidanand Saraswatiji, “The light
that Pujya Swami Dayananda Saraswati shined on this
world shall never dim. His teachings are eternal and shall
live forever more in the hearts and minds of his disciples
and admirers, for generation after generation, like a rose,
forever shedding fragrance as the sun gives warmth.”
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A Global Prayer for Peace

#PrayerforEveryone
#LightTheWay was observed at
Parmarth Niketan (Rishikesh)
during the divine evening Ganga
Aarti ceremony on 24 September,
2015. Joined by millions of our
global family around the world,
our Aarti lamps were lit at sunset
to Light the Way for a better
future for people and the planet!
Prayers and encouragement
were offered, reminding us that
we each can indeed make a
difference by the actions that we
take.
This event preceded and
honoured World Leaders
adopting the Global Goals for
Sustainable Development by 2030
on 25 September 2015 and was to
encourage those leaders to:
• End extreme poverty
• Fight inequality and injustice
• Combat climate change

|Parmarth Niketan News
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A Tribute to Late HE President APJ Abdul Kalamji
at the Parliament of the World’s Religions
https://youtu.be/Z-i1gbIFfhE
Leaders from the world’s major faiths saluted Former Indian President’s divine
service to a vision of interfaith harmony in India and the world as well as his
legacy of being the Missile Man with a Mission of Peace and Unity
What is a Water Blessing Ceremony?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N98bAJ7aTig
A Prayer for Mother Earth
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c9SrShztgIU
Song of Peace with Children at the Parliament of the World’s Religions
https://youtu.be/Xku0T1HroRY

Langar ‘Faith and Food converge at the 2015Parliament of World’s Religions http://tinyurl.com/opsse7r
Reception with the leaders of the United Religions Initiative http://tinyurl.com/pn4z5sz
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Visit us Online

www.parmarth.org (Parmarth Niketan Rishikesh)
www.pujyaswamiji.org (HH Pujya Swami Chidanand Saraswatiji)
www.gangaaction.org (Ganga Action Parivar)
www.washalliance.org (Global Interfaith WASH Alliance)
www.divineshaktifoundation.org (Divine Shakti Foundation),
www.projecthope-india.org (Project Hope),
www.ihrf.com (India Heritage Research Foundation)
www.internationalyogafestival.com (Int’l Yoga Festival)

Parmarth Niketan Rishikesh: facebook.com/parmarthashram
Ganga Action Parivar: facebook.com/gangaaction
Global Interfaith WASH Alliance: facebook.com/washalliance
International Yoga Festival: facebook.com/
internationalyogafestival
HH Pujya Swami Chidanand Saraswatiji: facebook.com/pujyaswamiji
Sadhvi Bhagawatiji: facebook.com/sadhvibhagawatisaraswati

Click Here: www.youtube.com/parmarthniketan
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