Phase III: Village of Ne
w Hope
New
Orphanage
Orphanage,, School and Ladies’ Center
Center::
The final stage in the work was completed and
inaugurated on May 12.The orphanage which we built for
the tsunami orphans as well as facilities for over 300
children who had been orphaned prior to the tsunami
was inaugurated by H.E. the Honorable Governor of Tamil
Nadu, Shri Surjit Singh Barnalaji with Pujya Swamiji.
The orphanage includes dormitory facilities, school rooms,
a computer center, medical room, beautiful kitchen and
dining facilities, a vocational training center and more. It has been built on the same land as the previously
existing home for approximately 200 widowed/abandoned ladies, which we also beautified. In this way, the
orphaned children will receive, in addition to the staff, mothers, aunts, grandmothers and older sisters; the
ladies will receive the priceless gift of caring for orphaned children. We have also built a vocational training
center for the ladies, and the new huge dining/kitchen facilities are shared by both the children and the ladies.
On inauguration day, the Hon. Governor and Pujya Swamiji asked the children what they want to be when they
grow up. Their answers included: fireman, doctor, teacher and even the District Collector! Orphaned children
of illiterate fisherman now have hopes, dreams and also the great possibility for meaningful, productive lives.
Thanks so m
uch to Drs. Kiran & Palla
vi Patel and the Patel FFoundation
oundation ffor
or Global Understanding
much
Pallavi
and Shri Yogesh & Smt. Bella Patel ffor
or sponsoring this divine pr
oject.
project.

The Hon. Governor and Pujya Swamiji inaugurate the orphanage and talk to orphan children

New dining hall complex

Two wings of the new orphanage

The Computer room for orphans and the ladies

Vocational Training Center

Medical Center with beds, wheelchair, instruments and medicines

The orphanage will be a center where mothers can come,
totally anonymously, and leave their babies. No one will ask
questions, no one will take their photo, no one will identify
them. They will be allowed to be “rid” of the child, but the
child will receive a new hope and chance at life.
In addition to the abandoned and unwanted babies, we will
also take in young orphan girls who may be living on the
streets or in refugee centers.
This orphanage will be a beautiful haven where they will
receive not only food and shelter, but also an education and
training to help them become productive members of
society. Further, they will receive guidance, support and love,
empowering them to truly embody “The Divine Mother” rather than
to fall victim to feelings of worthlessness.
The vast majority of abandoned and orphaned girls have also been
raped and abused. Many have spent years living on the streets and in
refugee centers.There, these divine lives are being both brutalized as
well as ruined. The girls cannot envision a better future.
The orphanage and home for abandoned babies is to be located in a
beautiful, serene environment just south of Rishikesh, on the banks of
the holy Ganges river. It is less than 10 minutes from Rishikesh, so it’s
close enough to have all the facilities, but it’s far enough as to be
sufficiently out of the city. Further, there is a gaushala (cow home)
and beautiful organic fruit/vegetable gardens as well as beautiful flower
gardens on site.
This orphanage will fill these girls with security, hope and faith in
their own future as well as rebuilding their faith in humanity and the
world.
The orphanage will include the following facilities:
1. Dormitory facilities for living
2. Full dining/kitchen facilities
3. Educational facilities in which they will receive an academic education
4. Vocational training facilities including computers, sewing, tailoring,
handicrafts, gardening and nursing
Further, the girls who are older and who have been abandoned,
orphaned, abused and traumatized will help to take care of the babies,
along with the staff.This will fill them with a great feeling of usefulness,
love and caring. Psychological research has shown that caring for a
helpless creature (whether it’s a plant, a pet or a child) is the greatest
therapy for overcoming personal feelings of depression and
worthlessness.The babies will receive not one mother, but 100 loving
and caring mothers!

Youth Educational Services
Update
Many Himalayan villages and other cities throughout
Northern India are oceans of poverty and illiteracy. They
exist as they did centuries ago. However, now, basic
education and marketable skills are absolute necessities in
order to subsist in even the smallest communities. Hence,
those who lack this education and training go to sleep
hungry each night.
The YES program encompasses children’s schools, women’s
vocational training programs and 2 gurukuls/orphanages.
The YES program is dedicated to giving these children an
alternative to begging and to providing them with the best
chance possible to live a life free from destitution.The YES
project currently has 46 schools under its wings. This
includes 34 children’s schools (including junior and high/
schools), 10 vocational training centers (including sewing,
handicrafts as well as adult literacy education), and 2
gurukuls/orphanages.
These schools are located in Swargashram, Rishikesh, Rani
Pokhri, Lucknow, Himachal Pradesh, Orissa and in other
areas of the Himalayas.
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