


Sunday evening the 25th August and Monday morning the 26th August marked 
a historic moment in the spiritual and cultural history of India: the official launch 
of the international edition of the Encyclopedia of Hinduism. 

The launch ceremony was organized and hosted by the University of South 
Carolina, Columbia, USA. A project of India Heritage Research Foundation, 
founded, guided, inspired and led by one of India’s most revered spiritual 
leaders, Pujya Swami Chidanand Saraswatiji, the Encyclopedia of Hinduism 
is a colossal product of more than 1,000 esteemed scholars from around the 
world, totaling 11-volumes and approximately 7,000 entries.

The official, launch of the international edition, published by Mandala Earth 
Publications, an esteemed publisher of California, USA, was organized, hosted 
and sponsored by the University and presided over by Dr. Harris Pastides, 
the President of the University. The Encyclopedia project was headquartered 
at the University of South Carolina for many years during its compilation and 
editorial stages, and it is a beautiful and fitting full-circle for the University to 
be the ones to host the official launch.

Release of the International Edition
25-26th August, 2013

From left to right:  Pujya Swamiji, Shri Anna Hazare, Governor of South Carolina Hon. Nikki Haley, Dr. Meera Narasimhan, 
Dr. Harris Pastides and Sadhvi Bhagawati, presenting the first official set of the Encyclopedia of Hinduism to the Governor



The launch was graced by the presence of:
• H.H. Pujya Swami Chidanand Saraswati, Founder/Chairman of India Heritage 

Research Foundation
• Hon. Nikki Haley, Governor of South Carolina

• Dr. Harris Pastides, President of the University of South Carolina
• Shri Anna Hazare, renowned social leader from India

• Hon. Joe Wilson, Congressman for South Carolina
• Hon. Ajit Kumar, Consul General to India

• Dr. Meera Narasimhan, Vice Dean, School of Medicine, USC, organizer of the event
• Dr. Sadhvi Bhagawati Saraswati, Managing Editor of the Encyclopedia

• Many esteemed scholars of the Encyclopedia and dignitaries

Pujya Swami Chidanand Saraswatiji 
said: “The wisdom, truths, teachings and 
insights of Indian and Hindu culture are 
not limited to or applicable to only Hindus 
or Indians. Rather they belong to the world 
and can deeply benefit the world. It is, 
therefore, our aim that the richness of this 
ancient yet timeless culture and heritage 
should be made available to the entire 
world, in a way that is authentic, academic, 
comprehensive and illuminating.”

Dr. Harris Pastides said: “It is a deep honor 
to be participating in the American release 
of the Encyclopedia of Hinduism. This 
is a remarkable work of scholarship and 
research. I hope that many in academia and 
in everyday life will turn to it as a resource 
to better understand the characters, the 
tenets, and the impact that Hinduism has 
had, and is having, in the world.”

Shri Anna Hazare said: “I am so happy 
to be here this evening. Pujya Swami 
Chidanandji is carrying our Indian culture 
to the entire world. This is a historic event 
here tonight. Spreading the teachings 
of our great tradition is a wonderful task 
Pujya Swami Chidanandji has undertaken 
and completed successfully.”

August 25th



Meera Narasimhan, vice dean at the USC 
School of Medicine, said:  “Hinduism, one 
of the oldest traditions of the world, has 
been a major influence with a focus on the 
ancient moral and spiritual insights and their 
modern developments. The EOH will serve 
as a comprehensive, scholastic reference 
for students, teachers and researchers and 
helps deepen the inter-cultural dialogue. As 
an Indian American, I have strongly been 
influenced by Hinduism and it’s rich rubric 
of spiritual, philosophical, and cultural ideas and practices that originated in India. 
As a physician trained in western medicine, it provided me with an abundance of 
knowledge to help better understand the mind, body, spirit connection that is key in 
understanding health as it pertains to disease and wellness.”

Subhash Kak, Regents Professor of Computer Science, Oklahoma State University, 
said:  “Encyclopedia of Hinduism is a historic milestone in Indian studies. It will 
facilitate the understanding of the culture and civilization of India and its diaspora 
scattered all over the world.” 

V.V. Raman, emeritus professor of physics and humanities, Rochester Institute of 
Technology and senior fellow at Metanenexus Institute, said:  “Indic civilization is 
among the brightly shining stars in the firmament of humanity’s heritage. Volumes 
have been written on it. There are copious commentaries on the abundant treasures 
of Indic culture. But one thing it has not had until now:  a multi-volume Encyclopedia 
dedicated to it, in which the primary authors are scholars and thinkers from the Hindu 
tradition. That serious lacuna has disappeared as a result of this major publication. 
In keeping with India’s welcoming arms to one and all, Non-Hindu scholars were 
also invited to contribute to this international project.”

Rama Rao Pappu, senior professor of philosophy at Miami University (Ohio), said:  
“The EH is comprehensive in its scope by including important topics in Buddhism, 
Jainism and Sikhism;  erudite scholars from all over the world have given their expert 
knowledge of their discipline, at the same time making the EH accessible to other 
scholars and general public as well.”



Pujya Swamiji presented the first 
official set to the Governor of the 
State of South Carolina, for the 
State’s Library. Hon’ble Nikki 
Haley, the Governor said: “It is so 
beautiful, and such a great gift, this 
Encyclopedia of Hinduism. I am so 
honored to receive these beautiful 
11 volumes on behalf of the State. I 
am so glad to be here tonight at this 
historic event.”

Sadhvi Bhagawati Saraswati said: “This 
is a great moment in history. The depth and 
breadth of the world’s oldest living culture, 
civilization, philosophy and theology has finally 
been encapsulated in encyclopedic form. To have the 

international edition launched by the University of 
South Carolina in USA demonstrates the universal 
applicability and universal appeal of the Hindu 
tradition. The launch is a great meeting of East and 
West. With Pujya Swami Chidanand Saraswatiji and 
Shri Anna Hazareji here from India joining hands 
with the President of the University, Dr. Harris 
Pastides and the state congressman Joe Wilson, 
shows that the Hindu and Indian culture truly have 
no boundaries and no borders.”

Congressman Joe Wilson and the Consul General 
Ajit Kumar were also full of praise for the Encyclopedia and the great accomplishment 
that Pujya Swami Chidanand Saraswatiji has achieved in conceiving of this project 
and then bringing it to fruition.



Dr. Harris Pastides, President of the University, 
honors Pujya Swamiji for His great work

Dr. Pastides and Dr. Meera Narasimhan 
honor Shri Anna Hazareji

Honoring of  Joe Wilson, 
Congressman for Columbia

Honoring of the Consul General, 
Shri Ajit Kumar

Honoring of Raoul Goff, 
the head of Mandala Publications

Pujya Swamiji and Shri Anna Hazareji bless 
Dr. Meera Narasimhan for her wonderful

seva in organizing the event

Presentation of special Ganesha murti to Dr. Meera Narasimhan



Drs. Naval and Nila Kant Dr. Chandrakant Patel

Dr. Sudhir Parikh Atulbhai and Rekhaben Mashruwala

Kishan and Veena Khandelwal Dr. Kaushal and Arunima Sinha

Nalini Rao on behalf of HR Shah Rakesh and Sita Goel

Blessings & Gratitude to the Donors, Supporters and Sevaks





Dr. Subhash Kak and Dr. Rama Rao Pappu, 
Executive Editors arrive at the President’s house

Governor Nikki Haley with our Divine Shaktis



The second part of the official release of the International Edition of the 
Encyclopedia of Hinduism took place on August 26th at the University of South 
Carolina.

Together with many of the scholars who worked on the Encyclopedia, University 
officials, and the hundreds who gathered for the release, Pujya Swamiji, Shri Anna 
Hazare and USC President Harris Pastides unveiled the encyclopedia’s 11 volumes.

The unveiling was part of a daylong conference on Hinduism and the encyclopedia 
project and drew many USC faculty, staff and students.

In addition to numerous talks, the event captured the vibrancy of Indian culture 
with a traditional Indian lamp lighting ceremony, music and food and art.

August 26th



President Pastides said it was a deep honor for the university to host the American 
release of the Encyclopedia of Hinduism.

“This is a remarkable work of scholarship and research. I hope that many in 
academia and in everyday life will turn to it as a resource to better understand the 
characters, the tenets and the impact that Hinduism has had, and is having in the 
world,” Pastides said.

Hal French, professor emeritus of religious studies, served as associate editor of the 
encyclopedia since its inception in 1987. He called the 25-year quest to document 
Hinduism a privilege.

“Having studied the Hindu tradition as my major research area, it has been a real 
privilege to work in some small way with many others in producing a work, which 
may be the standard comprehensive rendering of Indian tradition for years to 
come,” French said. “The time and effort required adds to the gratification in seeing 
this really monumental project come to completion.”

Pujya Swamiji and Shri Anna Hazareji bless Dr. Pastides, the President of the University

Blessings to Dr. Hal French one of the first Associate Editors of the project and 
a professor emeritus at the University of South Carolina





The Encyclopedia has been nearly twenty-five years in the 
making and it is the first time in history that the depth and 
breadth of India’s great spiritual culture is made available 

in authentic, academic and scholastic form. It is truly a 
compendium of thousands of years of history, science, 

art, architecture, polity, religion, philosophy and culture. 
Further, the Encyclopedia is not limited to Hinduism as 
a religion, but rather provides all inclusive treatment of 
India’s spiritual culture (including coverage of Sikhism, 

Jainism and Buddhism traditions in India).

About the 
Encyclopedia of Hinduism



The Encyclopedia of Hinduism presents - lucidly and authentically - 
the vast panorama of Hinduism, giving a faithful record of the 

world’s oldest living spiritual tradition.  To ensure comprehensive 
coverage, the entries of the Encyclopedia are conveniently prepared 

under the following twelve subject areas:

1. Art: Architecture, Music, Iconography, Painting, Dance, Drama, Theater Per-
formance, and Sculpture.

2. Hinduism in Global Context: Nepal, Southeast Asia, Australia, Europe, 
North and South America, Mauritius, Africa, and the Caribbean.

3. History, Historiography, and Geography: Religious Developments in Hindu 
Kingdoms and Empires. Epigraphy, Numismatics, Flora and Fauna, Mountains, 
Rivers, and other pertinent data.

4. Language and Literature: Texts and commentaries in Sanskrit and in differ-
ent Indian Languages, Folk Literature, Myths, Legends, and Journals.

5. Philosophy: Metaphysics, Psychology, Ethics, Six Systems of Indian Philoso-
phy, Jaina, Buddhist and Sikh Thought, Tantra, Saiva Siddhanta, and Contem-
porary Hindu Thought.

6. Polity: Political Institutions, Judicial Systems, Economics, Law and Order, 
Military History, and Weapons.

7. Religion and Spirituality: Knowledge Texts, Gods and Goddesses, Saints, 
Mystics and Teachers, Rites and Ceremonies, Holy Places, Sectarian Move-
ments, Temples, Sacraments and Modern Developments.

8. Sciences: Ayurveda, Astronomy, Astrology, Mathematics, Cosmology, Chem-
istry, and other relevant disciplines.

9. Social Institutions and Movements: Education, Varnasrama Dharma, Tribes 
and their Customs, Status of Women, Sports and Pastimes, Feasts, Fasts, Festi-
vals, Diet, Dress and Cosmetics.

10. Spiritual Disciplines: Karmayoga, Bhaktiyoga, Hathayoga, and Tantra.

11. Scholarship in Hindu Studies: Ideological, Theosophical, and Commen-
tarial Tradition, Oral Tradition, Philological Studies, Sociological, Mystical, and 
Comparative Studies.

12. Women Studies: Full coverage of issues related to the important role played 
by women in cherishing, maintaining, and transmitting Hindu heritage.



Gratitude

• The Encyclopedia of Hinduism, conceived, inspired and guided by 
Pujya Swamiji, and a project of India Heritage Research Foundation, 
has been made possible through the great dedication, commitment, 

generosity, and selflessness of innumerable people and organizations.  
We would like to extend our deepest gratitude to the following for being 

invaluable, essential assets to the project: 

• All of the generous donors and particularly the Platinum Pioneer donors 
All of the past and present Board of Trustees of IHRF 

• All of the scholars who wrote articles, edited, reviewed and finalized 
the articles All of the sevaks who gave their time and energy in 

Encyclopedia offices around the globe assisting with a wide variety of 
crucial, administrative tasks. 

• Dr. K.L. Seshagiri Rao, Chief Editor, Dr. Kapil Kapoor, Editor-in-
Chief, and Late Pt. Dr. Vidya Niwas Mishra, Editor-in-Chief, for being 
the encyclopedia behind the Encyclopedia and guiding the teams of 

national and international scholars in bringing this project to fruition.  

• The University of South Carolina, Columbia, USA, Pittsburgh 
University, Pittsburgh, PA, USA, Parmarth Niketan Ashram, India and 

so many colleges, universities and institutions around the world for 
their great support and assistance. 

• The team at Rupa & Co. Publications for bringing out the Indian 
Edition and the team at Mandala Earth Publications & InsightEditions 

for bringing out the International Edition. 

• Special thanks also to all of the international media -- print media 
and broadcast media -- for covering this launch and this project so 

extensively with such dedication, devotion and grace. Special thanks to 
AP and PTI -- you have brought this wonderful news to the entire world. 

• All of the revered saints who have blessed this project from its inception 
and carried it forth to its fruition.



In the Press

To see all the press clippings on the Encyclopedia of Hinduism
from around the world, please click here.

Click on
the individual news story to go to the full, 
clear, large-size web or pdf of the article.

Desi Talk

http://www.newsindia-times.com/NewsIndiaTimes/20130830/5149718108141645108.htm
http://www.newsindia-times.com/NewsIndiaTimes/20130830/5149718108141645108.htm
http://www.theencyclopediaofhinduism.com/in-the-press


Click on the individual news story to go to the full, clear, large-size web or pdf of the article.

Outlook India

http://www.outlookindia.com/article.aspx?287614


Click on the individual news story to go to the full, clear, large-size web or pdf of the article.

The Indian Express

http://www.ihrf.com/news/IE-081613_USA_P11_NANL_rev-1-1.pdf


Click on the individual news story to go to the full, clear, large-size web or pdf of the article.

Dainik Jagran

http://www.jagran.com/news/world-hindu-encyclopedia-to-be-unveiled-today-10675116.html


Click on
the individual news story to go to 
the full, clear, large-size web or 

pdf of the article.

Associated Press

http://bigstory.ap.org/article/25-years-making-hindu-encyclopedia-complete
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/25-years-making-hindu-encyclopedia-complete


Click on
the individual news story to go to 
the full, clear, large-size web or 

pdf of the article.

Free Times

http://www.free-times.com/news/encyclopedia-of-hinduism-is-definitive-work-on-the-topic
http://www.free-times.com/news/encyclopedia-of-hinduism-is-definitive-work-on-the-topic


Click on the individual news story to go to the full, clear, large-size web or pdf of the article.

ABC News

http://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/25-years-making-hindu-encyclopedia-complete-20056231


Click on the individual news story to go to the full, clear, large-size web or pdf of the article.

Vatican Radio

BBC

http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2013/08/27/25_years_in_making,_encyclopedia_of_hinduism_unveiled_in_us/in2-723321
http://www.bbc.co.uk/hindi/multimedia/2013/08/130827_encyclopedia_hinduism_gal_sb.shtml


Click on the individual news story to go to the full, clear, large-size web or pdf of the article.

Huffington Post

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/murali-balaji/an-encyclopedia-of-hindui_b_3839029.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/murali-balaji/an-encyclopedia-of-hindui_b_3839029.html


Click on the individual news story to go to the full, clear, large-size web or pdf of the article.

The Wall Street Journal

http://blogs.wsj.com/indiarealtime/2013/09/03/qa-the-encyclopedia-of-hinduism/
http://blogs.wsj.com/indiarealtime/2013/09/03/qa-the-encyclopedia-of-hinduism/


http://blogs.wsj.com/indiarealtime/2013/09/03/qa-the-encyclopedia-of-hinduism/


Click on the individual news story to go to the full, clear, large-size web or pdf of the article.

India Abroad

http://ihrf.com/news/international/13.9.2013_India_Abroad.pdf


Click on the individual news story to go to the full, clear, large-size web or pdf of the article.

Gulf News

http://gulfnews.com/news/world/india/us-varsity-to-launch-encyclopaedia-of-hinduism-1.1223886


Click on the individual news story to go to the full, clear, large-size web or pdf of the article.

Garhwal Post

http://www.ihrf.com/news/27_-8-13_Garwal_Post.jpg


Click on the individual news story to go to the full, clear, large-size web or pdf of the article.

Times of India

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/nri/us-canada-news/US-university-launches-year-long-celebration-of-India/articleshow/22100022.cms?


Click on the individual news story to go to the full, clear, large-size web or pdf of the article.

Oman Tribune

http://www.omantribune.com/index.php?page=news&id=150700&heading=India


Click on the individual news story to go to the full, clear, large-size web or pdf of the article.

The Economic Times

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-industry/et-cetera/25-years-in-making-hindu-encyclopedia-is-complete/articleshow/22036722.cms


Click on the individual news story to go to the full, clear, large-size web or pdf of the article.

Deccan Chronicle

http://www.ihrf.com/news/25-8-13_Deccan_Chronicle.jpg


Click on the individual news story to go to the full, clear, large-size web or pdf of the article.

The New Zealand Herald

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/united-states/news/article.cfm?l_id=110&objectid=11114026&ref=rss


Click on the individual news story to go to the full, clear, 
large-size web or pdf of the article.The National

The Japan Times

Oman Tribune

The Korea Herald

Guardian

http://www.thenational.ae/news/world/south-asia/milestone-in-research-on-hinduism-25-years-in-the-making
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20130825000059
http://guardian.co.tt/letters/2012-11-19/hinduism-rainbow-land-affirmative-view
http://www.omantribune.com/index.php?page=news&id=150700&heading=India
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2013/08/25/asia-pacific/encyclopedia-on-hinduism-ready/


Click on the individual news story to go to the 
full, clear, large-size web or pdf of the article.

The Windsor Star

Vancouver Desi

Times Live

Sunday Island

The Globe and Mail

Maalaimalar

http://www.island.lk/index.php?page_cat=article-details&page=article-details&code_title=86659
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/after-25-year-international-effort-encyclopedia-of-hinduism-to-be-unveiled-next-week/article13943071/
http://www.vancouverdesi.com/news/after-25-year-international-effort-encyclopedia-of-hinduism-to-be-unveiled-next-week-2/613526/
http://www.timeslive.co.za/lifestyle/2013/08/25/hindu-encyclopaedia-completed-after-25-years
http://www.windsorstar.com/life/After+25year+international+effort+Encyclopedia+Hinduism/8829517/story.html
http://www.maalaimalar.com/2013/08/26021201/hindu-encyclopaedia-to-be-rele.html


Click on the individual news story to go to the 
full, clear, large-size web or pdf of the article.

Rashtriya Sahara

Amar Ujala

Dainik Jagran

One India Kannada

http://www.ihrf.com/news/28-8-13_Dainik_Jagran.jpg
http://www.ihrf.com/news/27-8-2013-md-dd-90001.jpg
http://www.ihrf.com/news/27-8-13_Amar_Ujala2.jpg
http://kannada.oneindia.in/news/2013/08/25/international-25-years-making-hindu-encyclopedia-to-be-unveiled-076871.html


Click on the individual news story to go to the full, clear, large-size web or pdf of the article.

Desi Talk

http://desitalk.com/NewsIndiaTimes/20130822/5471889354088609261.htm?utm_source=August+30%2C+2013&utm_campaign=August+30th+2013&utm_medium=email


Belgium
New Europe.com, “After 25-year international effort, ‘Encyclopedia of Hinduism’ to be unveiled 

next week,” 24th August, 2013

Canada
The Asian Connections Newspaper, “Encyclopedia of Hinduism unveiled in US,” 29th August, 

2013
Darpan Magazine, “US Launches International Edition of Encyclopedia of Hinduism,” 28th 

August, 2013
Circa, “Encyclopedia of Hinduism complete after 25 years,” 24th August, 2013
The Globe and Mail, “After 25-year international effort, ‘Encyclopedia of Hinduism’ to be unveiled 

next week,” 24th August, 2013
Times Colonist, “After 25-year international effort, ‘Encyclopedia of Hinduism’ to be unveiled next 

week,” 24th August, 2013
Edmonton Journal, “After 25-year international effort, ‘Encyclopedia of Hinduism’ to be unveiled 

next week,” 24th August, 2013
Nanaimo Daily News, “After 25-year international effort, ‘Encyclopedia of Hinduism’ to be 

unveiled next week,” 24th August, 2013
Calgary Herald, “After 25-year international effort, ‘Encyclopedia of Hinduism’ to be unveiled 

next week,” 24th August, 2013
Vancouver Desi, “After 25-year international effort, ‘Encyclopedia of Hinduism’ to be unveiled 

next week,” 24th August, 2013
The Windsor Star, “After 25-year international effort, ‘Encyclopedia of Hinduism’ to be unveiled 

next week,” 24th August, 2013
The Gazette (Montreal), “After 25-year international effort, ‘Encyclopedia of Hinduism’ to be 

unveiled next week,” 24th August, 2013
The Province, “After 25-year international effort, ‘Encyclopedia of Hinduism’ to be unveiled next 

week,” 24th August, 2013

India
India Times, “Encyclopedia of Hinduism Unveiled,” 28th August, 2013
Cool Age, “US varsity launches celebration of India,” 28th August, 2013
The India Express, “US varsity launches celebration of India,” 28th August, 2013
IBN Live, “University of South Carolina launches a year-long celebration of India,” 28th August, 

2013
The Times of India, “25 years in making, Encyclopedia of Hinduism unveiled in US,” 28th August, 

2013
MoneyControl.com, “Encyclopedia of Hinduism unveiled in US,” 27th August, 2013

Full, International Coverage of the Launch of the 
International Edition of the Encyclopedia*

Click on the individual links to go to the full, clear, large-size web or pdf of the articles.

http://www.neurope.eu/news/wire/after-25-year-international-effort-encyclopedia-hinduism-be-unveiled-next-week
http://www.theasianconnectionsnewspaper.com/encyclopedia-of-hinduism-unveiled-in-us/
http://www.theprovince.com/life/After+25year+international+effort+Encyclopedia+Hinduism/8829517/story.html
http://www.montrealgazette.com/life/After+25year+international+effort+Encyclopedia+Hinduism/8829517/story.html
http://www.darpanmagazine.com/2013/08/us-launches-international-edition-of-encyclopedia-of-hinduism/
http://cir.ca/story/encyclopedia-of-hinduism
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/after-25-year-international-effort-encyclopedia-of-hinduism-to-be-unveiled-next-week/article13943071/
http://www.timescolonist.com/news/after-25-year-international-effort-encyclopedia-of-hinduism-to-be-unveiled-next-week-1.600250
http://www.edmontonjournal.com/life/After+25year+international+effort+Encyclopedia+Hinduism/8829517/story.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+canwest%2FF7710+(Edmonton+Journal+-+News+%2F+World)
http://www.nanaimodailynews.com/business/after-25-year-international-effort-encyclopedia-of-hinduism-to-be-unveiled-next-week-1.600250
http://www.calgaryherald.com/news/world/After+25year+international+effort+Encyclopedia+Hinduism/8829517/story.html
http://www.vancouverdesi.com/news/after-25-year-international-effort-encyclopedia-of-hinduism-to-be-unveiled-next-week-2/613526/
http://www.windsorstar.com/life/After+25year+international+effort+Encyclopedia+Hinduism/8829517/story.html
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news/features/encyclopedia-hinduism-unveiled-us_941284.html
http://www.indiatimes.com/news/americas/encyclopedia-of-hinduism-unveiled-97828.html
http://www.coolage.in/2013/08/28/us-varsity-launches-celebration-of-india/
http://newindianexpress.com/world/US-varsity-launches-celebration-of-India/2013/08/28/article1756178.ece
http://m.ibnlive.com/news/world/university-of-south-carolina-launches-a-yearlong-celebration-of-india/417754-2.html
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/rest-of-world/25-years-in-making-Encyclopedia-of-Hinduism-unveiled-in-US/articleshow/22110800.cms


The Sentinel, “US varsity launches celebration of India,” 27th August, 2013
Dainik Post, “Encyclopedia of Hinduism unveiled in US,” 27th August, 2013
The Times of India, “US university launches year-long celebration of India,” 27th August, 2013
IBN Live, “25 years in making, Encyclopedia of Hinduism unveiled in US,” 27th August, 2013
Coastal Digest, “25 years in making, Encyclopedia of Hinduism unveiled in US,” 27th August, 2013
Rediff.com, “25 years in making, Encyclopedia of Hinduism finally unveiled,” 27th August, 2013
Sify News, “25 years in making, Encyclopedia of Hinduism unveiled in US,” 27th August, 2013
Press Trust of India, “Encyclopedia of Hinduism unveiled in US,” 27th August, 2013
News for All, “Hindu Dharm Visvakosh Ke Antararashtriya Sanskaran Ka America Mein Hua 

Lokarpan,” 27th August, 2013 (in Hindi)
Samay Live, “25 Sal Mein Taiyar Hua Hindu Dharm Ka Vishvakosh America Mein Jari,” 27th August, 

2013 (in Hindi)
Outlook India, “Encyclopedia of Hinduism unveiled in US,” 27th August, 2013
Daily Post, “Encyclopedia of Hinduism unveiled in US,” 27th August, 2013
BBC India, “25 Barason Mein Sanjoya Hindu Dharm Ka Vishvakosh Slideshow,” 27th August, 2013 

(in Hindi)
The Times of India, “India Heritage Research Foundation releases International Edition of 

Encyclopedia of Hinduism,” 26th August, 2013
The Pioneer, “Encyclopaedia of Hinduism set for big launch,” 26th August, 2013
Zee News, “Hindu encyclopedia to be unveiled today,” 26th August, 2013
Navbharat Times, “Duniya ka Pehla Hindu Encyclopedia,” 26th August, 2013 (in Hindi)
Dainik Jagran, “Hindu Dharm Vishvakosh Ka America Mein Hua Lokarpan,” 26th August, 2013 (in 

Hindi)
Dainik Jagran, “Lokarpan” Slideshow, 26th August, 2013
The Hindu, “Hindu encyclopedia to be unveiled on Monday,” 26th August, 2013
Truth Dive, “US university to launch Hindu encyclopedia on Monday,” 26th August, 2013
India TV, “International edition of Encyclopedia of Hinduism launched in US,” 26th August, 2013
Mathrubhumi, “US varsity to launch encyclopaedia of Hinduism,” 26th August, 2013
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Other Important Events of the
Encyclopedia of Hinduism

By the grace of God, under the guidance and inspiration of Pujya Swami Chidanandji, we held 
a special Preview and Blessings Ceremony for the Encyclopedia of Hinduism on the 3rd and 4th 
April, 2010 by the hands of H.H. the Dalai Lama with Pujya Swami Chidanandji and many other 
revered saints and dignitaries.  Click here to read a special newsletter covering this event.

Preview & Blessings Ceremony, 3rd-4th April 2010 

Presenting the Encyclopedia of Hinduism to
President of India, Smt. Pratibha Patil

http://ihrf.com/docs/april2010.pdf


Serendipitously, the first USA preview took place in the same hall of the 
same ceter where a special yagna for the Encyclopedia had been performed 
at the very beginning of the project in 1993.  The first three volumes of the 
Encyclopedia were previewed and blessed in New Jersey, USA during a 
sacred and auspicious Rama Katha by Pujya Sant Shri Morari Bapu. Pujya 
Swamiji, Pujya Bapuji and Pujya Goswami Indira Betiji blessed and preview 
the volumes.

Preview & Blessings Ceremony, 3rd-4th April 2010 

Prior to going for print, the first volume of the Encyclopedia was presented 
by the Encyclopedia team to Pujya Swamiji and Pujya Sant Shri Rameshbhai 
Oza (Bhaishri) during Pujya Bhaishri’s katha at Parmarth Niketan Ashram in 
Rishikesh. Pujya Acharya Balkrishnaji, Pujya Swami Asanganandji and other 
revered saints were also present.

First Volume of Encyclopedia Presented 



A “soft-launch” of the Encyclopedia was performed in Chicago, IL on the 27th July at 
the Manav Seva Mandir.  A special event was held on the theme of: “Spirituality in 
Daily Life: The Eternal Message of Sanatan Dharma.”  Spiritual discourses were given 
by Pujya Swamiji and Sadhvi Bhagawatiji  prior to the unveiling of the Encyclopedia.

“Soft” Launch in Chicago, 27th July 2013
at Manav Seva Mandir

News Coverage:
Click on the individual news story to go to the full, clear, 

large-size web or pdf of the article.

http://desitalk.com/NewsIndiaTimes/20130822/5471889354088609261.htm?utm_source=August+30%2C+2013&utm_campaign=August+30th+2013&utm_medium=email
http://www.ihrf.com/news/DESI_TALK_CHICAGO-ENCYCLOPEDIA_OF_HINDUISM_ARTICLE-3.pdf
http://www.indiapost.com/encyclopedia-of-hinduism-launched-in-chicagoland/


A “soft-launch” was also performed in Louisville, Kentucky where the volumes were unveiled by 
Mr. Greg Fischer, the Mayor of Louisville. Mayor Fischer officially declared the 21st July as the 
“Day of the Encyclopedia of Hinduism” and issued an official Proclamation which proclaims 
that July 21st will always be celebrated as the “Day of the Encyclopedia of Hinduism.”

“Soft” Launch in Louisville, KY, 21st July, 2013

News Coverage:
Click on the individual news story to go to the full, clear, 

large-size web or pdf of the article.

http://www.ihrf.com/news/IE-081613_USA_P11_NANL_rev-1-1.pdf


For more information about 
the Encyclopedia of Hinduism
and to order, please email to

info@ihrf.com

mailto:info@ihrf.com



