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Release of the International Edition

25-26th August, 2013

Sunday evening the 25th August and Monday morning the 26th August marked
a historic moment in the spiritual and cultural history of India: the official launch
of the international edition of the Encyclopedia of Hinduism.

The launch ceremony was organized and hosted by the University of South
Carolina, Columbia, USA. A project of India Heritage Research Foundation,
founded, guided, inspired and led by one of India’s most revered spiritual
leaders, Pujya Swami Chidanand Saraswatiji, the Encyclopedia of Hinduism
is a colossal product of more than 1,000 esteemed scholars from around the
world, totaling 11-volumes and approximately 7,000 entries.

The official, launch of the international edition, published by Mandala Earth
Publications, an esteemed publisher of California, USA, was organized, hosted
and sponsored by the University and presided over by Dr. Harris Pastides,
the President of the University. The Encyclopedia project was headquartered
at the University of South Carolina for many years during its compilation and
editorial stages, and it is a beautiful and fitting full-circle for the University to
be the ones to host the official launch.

From left to right: Pujya Swamiji, Shri Anna Hazare, Governor of South Carolina Hon. Nikki Haley, Dr. Meera Narasimhan,
| Dr. Harris Pastides and Sadhvi Bhagawati, presenting the first official set of the Encyclopedia of Hinduism to the Governor
s ¢ - I |



August 25th

The launch was graced by the presence of:
e H.H. Pujya Swami Chidanand Saraswati, Founder/Chairman of India Heritage
Research Foundation
e Hon. Nikki Haley, Governor of South Carolina
e Dr. Harris Pastides, President of the University of South Carolina
e Shri Anna Hazare, renowned social leader from India
e Hon. Joe Wilson, Congressman for South Carolina
e Hon. Ajit Kumar, Consul General to India
e Dr. Meera Narasimhan, Vice Dean, School of Medicine, USC, organizer of the event
e Dr. Sadhvi Bhagawati Saraswati, Managing Editor of the Encyclopedia
e Many esteemed scholars of the Encyclopedia and dignitaries

Pujya Swami Chidanand Saraswatiji
said: “The wisdom, truths, teachings and
insights of Indian and Hindu culture are
not limited to or applicable to only Hindus
or Indians. Rather they belong to the world
and can deeply benefit the world. It is,
therefore, our aim that the richness of this
ancient yet timeless culture and heritage
should be made available to the entire
world, in a way that is authentic, academic,
comprehensive and illuminating.”

Dr. Harris Pastides said: “It is a deep honor
to be participating in the American release
of the Encyclopedia of Hinduism. This
is a remarkable work of scholarship and
research. [ hope that many in academia and
in everyday life will turn to it as a resource
to better understand the characters, the
tenets, and the impact that Hinduism has
had, and is having, in the world.”

Shri Anna Hazare said: “I am so happy
to be here this evening. Pujya Swami
Chidanandji is carrying our Indian culture
to the entire world. This is a historic event
here tonight. Spreading the teachings
of our great tradition is a wonderful task
Pujya Swami Chidanandji has undertaken
and completed successfully.”




Meera Narasimhan, vice dean at the USC
School of Medicine, said: “Hinduism, one
of the oldest traditions of the world, has
been a major influence with a focus on the
ancient moral and spiritual insights and their
modern developments. The EOH will serve
as a comprehensive, scholastic reference
for students, teachers and researchers and
helps deepen the inter-cultural dialogue. As
an Indian American, I have strongly been
influenced by Hinduism and it’s rich rubric
of spiritual, philosophical, and cultural ideas and practices that originated in India.
As a physician trained in western medicine, it provided me with an abundance of
knowledge to help better understand the mind, body, spirit connection that is key in
understanding health as it pertains to disease and wellness.”

Subhash Kak, Regents Professor of Computer Science, Oklahoma State University,
said: “Encyclopedia of Hinduism is a historic milestone in Indian studies. It will
facilitate the understanding of the culture and civilization of India and its diaspora
scattered all over the world.”

V.V. Raman, emeritus professor of physics and humanities, Rochester Institute of
Technology and senior fellow at Metanenexus Institute, said: “Indic civilization is
among the brightly shining stars in the firmament of humanity’s heritage. Volumes
have been written on it. There are copious commentaries on the abundant treasures
of Indic culture. But one thing it has not had until now: a multi-volume Encyclopedia
dedicated to it, in which the primary authors are scholars and thinkers from the Hindu
tradition. That serious lacuna has disappeared as a result of this major publication.
In keeping with India’s welcoming arms to one and all, Non-Hindu scholars were
also invited to contribute to this international project.”

Rama Rao Pappu, senior professor of philosophy at Miami University (Ohio), said:
“The EH is comprehensive in its scope by including important topics in Buddhism,
Jainism and Sikhism; erudite scholars from all over the world have given their expert
knowledge of their discipline, at the same time making the EH accessible to other
scholars and general public as well.”




Pujya Swamiji presented the first
official set to the Governor of the
State of South Carolina, for the
State’s Library. Hon’ble Nikki
Haley, the Governor said: “It is so
beautiful, and such a great gift, this
Encyclopedia of Hinduism. I am so
honored to receive these beautiful
11 volumes on behalf of the State. I
am so glad to be here tonight at this
historic event.”

Sadhvi Bhagawati Saraswati said: “This
is a great moment in history. The depth and
breadth of the world’s oldest living culture,
civilization, philosophy and theology has finally
been encapsulated in encyclopedic form. To have the

international edition launched by the University of
South Carolina in USA demonstrates the universal
applicability and universal appeal of the Hindu
tradition. The launch is a great meeting of East and
West. With Pujya Swami Chidanand Saraswatiji and
Shri Anna Hazareji here from India joining hands
with the President of the University, Dr. Harris
Pastides and the state congressman Joe Wilson,
shows that the Hindu and Indian culture truly have
no boundaries and no borders.”

Congressman Joe Wilson and the Consul General
Ajit Kumar were also full of praise for the Encyclopedia and the great accomplishment
that Pujya Swami Chidanand Saraswatiji has achieved in conceiving of this project
and then bringing it to fruition.




Dr. Harris Pastides, President of the University,
honors Pujya Swamiji for His great work

Honoring of the Consul General,
Shri Ajit Kumar

Honoring of Raoul Goff,
the head of Mandala Publications

Dr. Pastides and Dr. Meera Narasimhan
honor Shri Anna Hazareji

Honoring of Joe Wilson,
Congressman for Columbia

Pujya Swamiji and Shri Anna Hazareji bless
Dr. Meera Narasimhan for her wonderful
seva in organizing the event

Presentation of special Ganesha murti to Dr. Meera Narasimhan




Blessings & Gratitude to the Donors, Supporters and Sevaks

Nalini Rao on behalf of HR Shah







Dr. Subhash Kak and Dr. Rama Rao Pappu,
Executive Editors arrive at the President’s house

Governor Nikki Haley with our Divine Shaktis
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August 26th

The second part of the official release of the International Edition of the
Encyclopedia of Hinduism took place on August 26th at the University of South
Carolina.

Together with many of the scholars who worked on the Encyclopedia, University
officials, and the hundreds who gathered for the release, Pujya Swamiji, Shri Anna
Hazare and USC President Harris Pastides unveiled the encyclopedia’s 11 volumes.

The unveiling was part of a daylong conference on Hinduism and the encyclopedia
project and drew many USC faculty, staff and students.

In addition to numerous talks, the event captured the vibrancy of Indian culture
with a traditional Indian lamp lighting ceremony, music and food and art.




o

Pujya Swa_miji and Shri Anna Hazareji bless Dr. Pastides, the President of the University

President Pastides said it was a deep honor for the university to host the American
release of the Encyclopedia of Hinduism.

“This is a remarkable work of scholarship and research. I hope that many in
academia and in everyday life will turn to it as a resource to better understand the
characters, the tenets and the impact that Hinduism has had, and is having in the
world,” Pastides said.

ﬁ?; ¥

Blessings to Dr. Hal French one of the first Associate Editors of the project and
a professor emeritus at the University of South Carolina

Hal French, professor emeritus of religious studies, served as associate editor of the
encyclopedia since its inception in 1987. He called the 25-year quest to document
Hinduism a privilege.

“Having studied the Hindu tradition as my major research area, it has been a real
privilege to work in some small way with many others in producing a work, which
may be the standard comprehensive rendering of Indian tradition for years to
come,” French said. “The time and effort required adds to the gratification in seeing
this really monumental project come to completion.”
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~ About the
Encyclopedia of Hinduism

The Encyclopedia has been nearly twenty-five years in the

making and it is the first time in history that the depth and

breadth of India’s great spiritual culture is made available
in authentic, academic and scholastic form. It is truly a
compendium of thousands of years of history, science,
art, architecture, polity, religion, philosophy and culture.
Further, the Encyclopedia is not limited to Hinduism as
a religion, but rather provides all inclusive treatment of
India’s spiritual culture (including coverage of Sikhism,

Jainism and Buddhism traditions in India).



The Encyclopedia of Hinduism presents - lucidly and authentically -
the vast panorama of Hinduism, giving a faithful record of the
world’s oldest living spiritual tradition. To ensure comprehensive
coverage, the entries of the Encyclopedia are conveniently prepared
under the following twelve subject areas:

1. Art: Architecture, Music, Iconography, Painting, Dance, Drama, Theater Per-
formance, and Sculpture.

2. Hinduism in Global Context: Nepal, Southeast Asia, Australia, Europe,
North and South America, Mauritius, Africa, and the Caribbean.

3. History, Historiography, and Geography: Religious Developments in Hindu
Kingdoms and Empires. Epigraphy, Numismatics, Flora and Fauna, Mountains,
Rivers, and other pertinent data.

4. Language and Literature: Texts and commentaries in Sanskrit and in differ-
ent Indian Languages, Folk Literature, Myths, Legends, and Journals.

5. Philosophy: Metaphysics, Psychology, Ethics, Six Systems of Indian Philoso-
phy, Jaina, Buddhist and Sikh Thought, Tantra, Saiva Siddhanta, and Contem-
porary Hindu Thought.

6. Polity: Political Institutions, Judicial Systems, Economics, Law and Order,
Military History, and Weapons.

7. Religion and Spirituality: Knowledge Texts, Gods and Goddesses, Saints,
Mystics and Teachers, Rites and Ceremonies, Holy Places, Sectarian Move-
ments, Temples, Sacraments and Modern Developments.

8. Sciences: Ayurveda, Astronomy, Astrology, Mathematics, Cosmology, Chem-
istry, and other relevant disciplines.

9. Social Institutions and Movements: Education, Varnasrama Dharma, Tribes
and their Customs, Status of Women, Sports and Pastimes, Feasts, Fasts, Festi-
vals, Diet, Dress and Cosmetics.

10. Spiritual Disciplines: Karmayoga, Bhaktiyoga, Hathayoga, and Tantra.
11. Scholarship in Hindu Studies: Ideological, Theosophical, and Commen-
tarial Tradition, Oral Tradition, Philological Studies, Sociological, Mystical, and

Comparative Studies.

12. Women Studies: Full coverage of issues related to the important role played
by women in cherishing, maintaining, and transmitting Hindu heritage.



Gratitude

e The Encyclopedia of Hinduism, conceived, inspired and guided by
Pujya Swamiji, and a project of India Heritage Research Foundation,
has been made possible through the great dedication, commitment,
generosity, and selflessness of innumerable people and organizations.
We would like to extend our deepest gratitude to the following for being
invaluable, essential assets to the project:

e All of the generous donors and particularly the Platinum Pioneer donors
All of the past and present Board of Trustees of IHRF

e All of the scholars who wrote articles, edited, reviewed and finalized
the articles All of the sevaks who gave their time and energy in
Encyclopedia offices around the globe assisting with a wide variety of
crucial, administrative tasks.

e Dr. K.L. Seshagiri Rao, Chief Editor, Dr. Kapil Kapoor, Editor-in-
Chief, and Late Pt. Dr. Vidya Niwas Mishra, Editor-in-Chief, for being
the encyclopedia behind the Encyclopedia and guiding the teams of
national and international scholars in bringing this project to fruition.

e The University of South Carolina, Columbia, USA, Pittsburgh
University, Pittsburgh, PA, USA, Parmarth Niketan Ashram, India and
so many colleges, universities and institutions around the world for
their great support and assistance.

e The team at Rupa & Co. Publications for bringing out the Indian
Edition and the team at Mandala Earth Publications & InsightEditions
for bringing out the International Edition.

e Special thanks also to all of the international media -- print media
and broadcast media -- for covering this launch and this project so
extensively with such dedication, devotion and grace. Special thanks to
AP and PTI -- you have brought this wonderful news to the entire world.

e All of the revered saints who have blessed this project from its inception
and carried it forth to its fruition.



In the Press

To see all the press clippings on the Encyclopedia of Hinduism
from around the world, please click here.
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25 Years in Making, Hindu Encyclopedia Is
Complete
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By SUSAMNE B SCHAFER Saszciabed Framn

AP Focomer encyclop iof ores of e world's maps ehoons s st o
bea Lirveaded naet waak in South Carning T 11 -nlme vwork covars Hindu

spimual beheafs prochces and phelosopiy and is the culmrston of o 35-year
@Cadeic effor

The encycinpeda is writen in English and includes abmn 7 00 atick=s on Hmdursm and s
practices The work alsa daals with Indian Nislory languages, am. misk dae aohiiscii,
medicine, and women's issues. The entirs encyclopeda comairess more than 1 000 ilusirabons and
photoraphe

Engrity colored mages of Hinduism's desties fil entre pages, with inol-noted explarmhons ol the
Tedires ared powwers God can 1ake in the religion

“The goal was bo have something pretty defrsire — not just abont Hnousm, but aboct the whoke
Sendh Agian radiion,” sad Unkeersety oF Soaih Coamling professor Hal French, whe rrgl waih g
smal group of scholars m 1887 1o ofier acadermec suppor {or the propect

“This hadnt realy been atternpied belnre ® sad French 83 a dsingushed professor emeriues of
rebgaies shales § e sehool and & sssodiale addor "Eis a8 mikeshons of reseancn at braugm
together hoth Easterm and Wesiem scholarshp *

Ererch who speciEizes in ihe refigrons of Asia aml serad A5 &0 assnciEe edinr of e
ercyolorsdia, S35 3 prmary nsgpraton tor e work 5 ore of ndis's mcest revered spriu st
Swami Chadanam] Sarassail who B corming ba e WSS confenenc s that will cedahiaies hework's
launch

Swepmi Chadanani
organizaion behind the encyclopedia effort. He is president of the: Pamarth Biketan fshram
spermiual retneat in Rishikesh ircln, g reemts b sl with Hirdu Pollevsprs in the Linksd Siates

nunded the rdiia Herfipgs Research Fourdaion, wihich bacams e paeemi

several Imes o yem

Tha gncys opadia’s wolimes run Troem 8] 1o more than YTH pages. Some 5 000 Copeas gne Deang
issued e firs prriing and wal be of mt=resi io khrares:. relgocs msibohons, and those studying
Indisy culiine seaind the work] Frenc by S

Hindusmn = the vwoid's tird-argest relion, wiih 1 bikon folowers, accorang 1o a Pew Research
Camtar shudy pubkahad s yaar, Chrsians numicesr 2.2 bikon Bnd Wuslims 1 8 bilkon, the sludy
=howed

Hinduierm's Berss waching i that the soul rever dag, bl is rebommeschiirs e By dea The
= ig"/] e rebarn m buman or arema forn. The cycle of death and rebicth contrees ot & =
reaches apriual pefaction, and ia wriled i okal enbghlamresnt ared pesca wWith e cprame BsEng

Many Hindus who s=ied around te workd have fourd tha ey need a comprehensiye saunce of
o e rbgion for Their chitdren, == Sadhy Bhagawat Seraswall managing sdior of
e =ncyclopeaa and a secretsy of e indis HHI'_'IDE' Research Foondabon

ilormaiicr

Childrerycarme home i s hoois wiere § 1eachar may Fene diecuzsed whnther Hindiism s a8
beeliaf in one qﬂﬂ Or rmany Qoas o e e proper D\J:ligll:\l.l'ﬂb\:'ﬂﬁﬂlﬂll £ Sadha Erug.'w-aﬂ
23t 1 A nelephnng rierdew

"The=y warted a scurce 1o go 1o so they could pass the corect nformation {o ther chidren ™ she
==

She expimned that the encycinpedo propct ook more than 20 years because 5 began n
pra-computer days ™

¥ wie slarfed bodery i meghi prst Reree faken @ fevw yeors, ™ sad Sadia Hha:]awm who describes
Fergal & dscgie of Swaiml Chidanard
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An Encyclopedia of Hinduism? Just
One More Step in Understanding
and Preserving the Religion's Legacy

.

GET UPDATES FROM MISRALI BALLN
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This week. the U'niversity of Soath Caralina kosted 1 confesence celebrating the Launch of
thi Encvelopadia of Hindutem. Ta ba sure, if's more than past an enevelopedia — it's an
affort to tell tha life story of the world's cldest active major religion.

GET RELESON NEWRLETTENS

In am sge whers we can “wiks™ jizst sboot anvthing, an sncvelopedis of this magnineds might
weerm dated, bat in reality, that's far from the trnd. That's becasse many Hindus in the
United States, mpecially second, third, and founth peneration Amevicans, need & resouros
such s this to underatand the divirse and expansive natare of the religion. Heck, 11
valumes might not sven soms chose to sovering all the mtrscasies of a religion that has
evolved over 5006+ years. This is an important step in preserving the philosophies and
practices of Hindwuism that meets both community needs and arademie standards

Hal French, & longtions professcs of religion a2 the University of South Caroling end an
assccinty pditar of the peoject, smphasised the diverssty of voiom incorporated in the
project. He noted than the India Hesitage Ressarch Foandation, which compiled the
encyelopedia, weleomed differen parspectives and did mot limit s foeus to Hindossm.
Sikhism, Jainism, Buddhism and even Abrahamic religions are given space in the
encvelopedia.

“Hinduisem has baen & fectile prodbed from which puny ideas ke emansted,” French s,
redarraig 1o the rise of pradas Buddbiam and Sikhasem ~f think thas's
true af India as & nhole.”

saich as Jaied

What makes the Encyclopedia even more significant is that it combines both Eastern and
Wastern scholarfy perspectives, an important step in reconciling soms of the long-held
tumaiois bativess the e,

“They've pectgnized the validity of insider and sutsider velees,” be sald. “1t's an inerfaith
eifore.”

Bug this recansciliantion amoag scadarsics i anly part of the story, The lasges tssus ia how the
encyelopedia is part of an cogoing #ffort 1o anticalate the religion 1o thess outside of temples
and aakrams.

The probilem for many Hindws i that the narrative of the religion has been in the hands of
othera for cenruries. Sines 1oth contery Orjemtalist Max Muoler's depletinn of Hinduim and
it solseipuin isosptance within Sobdnmis; scholirs . Entops od the Uiited Sites wisas
viman challengs such annomptions face an sphill battle in tring to gee thetr veeo sccepted.
Just ks sagnifzantly, there Bus ot e bien an a:h:uh{-hwn.n:hg schalars thar
underainiag Hinduism and Indian histary was ta the best intecests of maintatning a
Euroosntric narrative of world history. namely the Gomizstson of civilizations sach as the
Greeks and the Romans. As the late Amarican art historian Thomas MeEvilley noted,
“Throagh such chronological manipnlations, the threat that the Indian past presents to the
Grwak miracts fn dafused by chronalngy.”

It also has not helped that many Hinde Americans, particulariy those educated in the post-
calonial era in countries such as India, Sri Lanka, Nepal and Guvana, 1o name just a few,
lave barpehy H‘Mp!l,‘-ld ths framevnrks of melipion imposad upon them by others. As a renult,
Hinduieen huas bten oversimphifed, distorted, and reduced to talling peints - caite, marm,
cows and karma s many ke to call i~ smoag eves it sdherente. 11's kard to changs
pm;:ln'- perceptions of Hindutsm whan the reductionin version of the religion has beens
accwpied at face value,

O course, there have been numwerous attempts by Hindu groups and individual Hindu
Amaricans to challenge the narrative and try to assert agency in articulating the religion, but
wame of thess atterepiy have basame politicized, dismined oy reactionsry, poorly erganizsd,
or seen as fighting raticaality and scentific svidescs with smotson. The Gsmiseive
reaponiet frotn scbalirs who stabraos Euroosnrse nodels of HEnditem ane b basd
sopso th il w1t £y robiighon can oy b wtudied clipsctivaly: by flvoas outeide of
it. Henwerar, somme atlempts to challsnge inscourate and denaright raciat framewarka of
Hindirtsm have ben suecessful. sueh 25 when a group of Hindi American parests worked
with the publiz schools in Fairfax County, Va. to develop 2 supplemental packet to counter
distortions in texthooks. The packet was the culmination of a collaborative effort among
parents, the Fairfax County school board and several noted arademics in the region. That's
why an academic effort to reassert the voice of Hindus on the meanings and significance of
the religion ia both weleome and bang overduos,

While the Encyclopadia of Hindisiam's publication sheuld be celebrated, it's fust one mere
o i the borg joarney of Hindisiem into the core of the American poblic sphare.

Click on the individual news story to go to the full, clear, large-size web or pdf of the article.
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dflerent sonptunes and streams of bebed

Theal rary be vty # book a collaction of Hmdu schobers and sgetunl ieaders a
uBRTEr-SRnTuTyY |0 cTeme & new ilstrated encyciopedia of Hindusm. The

encyclopedia wiks @ progedt of the @ nonprod
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Reistkesh

T full ULS. pddon, which was unvesed ai The Lineessiny of South Carching st

wibl rund to 11 valumes and sama 7 000 pages The dvant was 1o by an
eciochc proug of peogihe Ul included Hirdu holy men and woman anbcomepbon
actrrst Anna Harare and South Camnbng governor Mikkd Haley, who i of indkan

SN

Wimile theve have been other &fBors (o cataiogue and defire Hinduesm, s projects
managang editor, Sadivd Bhagawal Saraswat, sgues that then encyclopedss 15
mna of he most comprshenane guides in o miguon practred by hundoeds of
mahons of pocple

Thede's nol & paragraph that | can see us cuthng and sBil being alile fo say it
inchudes everything ” sax Sadtv Bhagawat, an Amencan who vised Inda dunng
hr grathaate shadies in paychalogy and converted o Hindissm 8 & resull. adopbng
e e glong the way
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Hindy erakzabon, mcliaing the sphetes of W, culture, music, danoe phildtophy
o meadicine, She sad
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pregect. The tevm “sadivd” reders 1o @ woman who has renounced marmage and
eommitisd i A lde of pryer and senass

Ediled excerpts
Thi Wall Streat Journal: Why have an eneyelopedia of Hindulsm?

Sadivi Bhagawati Sarazwati: Thare was o lack of authenbc sources for answens
Io e quesions hal so mary of the: Indan youl® [grisng up n Amenica)] haed
Mary Indians moved 1o e Unied States in the 1970s and 1080s, particulany
young ualifed professinnaks So then children ware beng aned ma sysiem hai
ehccuraged gueshant

ﬂhﬂwmﬂdgnhﬂm&hdﬂkﬁubﬂmﬂhmhmdqmimﬂﬂmdd
ask af schooi and hesr parems dedn't have the answers

But algo kndia today — mone 50 ioday bul evin a1 that lime — has bocome pait of
i global scens and peophs ane neally ilenesiad in all of these softs of thngs
People hane been reblly, really fascnated by the land of knda

30 this s not an encyciopeda by Hndus for Hndus. 1 s an encyckopoda of
Hinduism for that audencs, Hindu and non-Hindu, who have guestions and
wicparnes. shoul Thes addon

WEJ: Why did it take zo long?

Sadhvi Bhagawatl: The vast maganty of aricles were hand-wimien in the natve
iongue of the scholai, whether thal was Hindi Sanskrit, Bengali, Tamil In the eatly
oy, you couldn'l say io these vanaus experts io fhype. They didrl ype The
dehnsbons had o be banslyled Fud o be bpesel and then of course we entened
rounds of m-gepth substantn editing

By the ety 20008 the work had come 1o & place whidé wi had most of ihe e
back from the: scholars. and we wene getting to a phase of eding and fnadzation

Thee last 10 years of the project you can say were headguarensd n inda. [The
ongnal cheaf editor] had passed away many years ago, Kapd Kapoor had been
sppoantad chief editor = he wirs rector of Jawaharial Nehru Unnversify in Delbi. He
Bppoanted hus own leam ol assooale eddors, biipng logelher scholars from aenoss
Imdia and from Rcrods the woeld (o review the articles. Every article has baan edited
eight or 10 smes

Brsuphn up wed educannsl. He ireveled meice
Ehraupisol B whals roofiry. Durag Bt betisd,
b dibwied icheliri m o debaie w Yiapanags
wiad ks weom: Lasmwls i eoe ooz of Vigapanagsr
D —
sl Wiz maschings ol devecissal love cowirds
Bl Wi, i (o winaibe ot ol dhoe B sttann,
i U Farghiy

Thi periead of Wallabsha (1473=1031 )
wyrrhepnid wak fhom of Ealion Lo Ladb
i bl ray ey ther regreos warvred by et
Vasewns wiul Cargs. The boky plives ol Hossbi
Bournhed so the banks of tarar holy riven
oy caray liko Sv ety wan, Shushirs, st Varsnani
wars porveTned by Lodhi s porarmen, Wi adepond
a pyraheiial stanle towards ihe Hindus
The aitusiias, hewever, changed alier Sultan
Eurshim aofupend Eha throhd afbet thar daath of e
Baibatt Mot s vl 1 Chor b | o s tiwsdors
ol chow vl Do imeg bosi previced, e Wirnia region
Frpmyed pewes. Villibbe grkid bio flbeerti
a3 cxmpleir the backling of o memple of Siinitha
st Whthadulan in Udstpsr, which Becams (e
iy wl the dereotional somven of te Yalisbha
e W R boe] bl s scharg on th phdeoaphy
ol burv bt I Balfh e Wrina

| & sy duparnag e aabesryn
|

e L T
2 Satirbis irorpereTy B ey irsler Vilahte Tecl Vilabful o deacred o P erspriopeds 06
topitn whed it b e boee 1 e PAB nehary

W5 What sources did you draw on T Ware they wiinen of eral?

Sadhvi Bhagawati; To us whal wiss mosl mmpartant was hat the Suthos be
people nol s who had gol 8 master's a2 thes of that universsty bul peoples who
could gevd infarmation fom prmary Sounes

Wi witfen T looking for pophe wh could peck up & whilé bunch of secondany of
ferliary sources and combing them. VWe were lockong lor aitacies from peaples wha
wene hemselves stoeped in the wisdom of pnmary sources. These were people
wiiD wane readng scripture,  philosoply, reatises

1 would sary the SOUTCE Mater s in almost every case thngs that have been withen
down. WWe are now al & penod in hishany where (he vasl magonty of (hal wiech had
Been oral has now baen iranscnbad. Even thaugh many of the scholars may' have
receved knowledge oraly . f had also been witlen down

WWhal was really enpoctant was hat thes be o project that has impeccable scholistc
and academic integrty Thede's no artcle 1hal's going 1o Sy, 1 now Ths Decauss
my grandfather passed it down ' Every aricle has a biblography

Wi now neally have a source thal is authentic, that is comprehensse that o
unkuaged and that is agradd upon by more than 1 000 of the top scholads around
Eha warkd

W5J: How did you reconcile different understandings of concepts in
Hinduksm?

Sadhvi Bhagawati: Thers wins nothing wiene we had 1o concede and say, 'Okay
legve hat a5 i B Ve weren'| prepared 1o 11 the scholars we've chosen are all
expers thare must somewhene be a mesting point

You tend to have mone competing views amaong followers [who are nol familiar with
pimany soices] Then you have religeon and dogma bing ke a game af
telephone and a5 pEls pasaed long, i changes

Click on the individual news story to go to the full,

clear, large-size web or pdf of the article.
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Thal saud, Share Sre 8o mamy ilsrent ways of lociong al things when you e
tranadiiing an oiginal g3l YWhen you're franulaing Sanskat which s such a nch
rich language. peogie will say That coukd mean fhat, o it could mean this.'

And Hiis paricullal ramsson wa'l necessanity in confict with Mat bahsiaton. The
orignal witer maybe actualy meant all of hese things. Wheen you're lockong at
apedis of philasophy paiteulary | Ihal's goang 10 have @ vadiety of dflarent s

A definttion o somashing & shan and fundamental 34 the Bhaginad Gta is going
1 b compiately SMararl bom § Esint whe s steapad m the | © s pamyy
steeped in e ol bpo mmlmmmmmmwﬂ

WL Ware you able to draw on sources of Hindulam from differsnt
countries?

Sadhvi Bhagawatl: Thene s mary, matry ardcies on Hindusm in fhe daspora o
well as Heduism in diflerent couniries and regions across the workd. There are
ariclkes. fof ewampls, on Hndum o He Canbbban compared b Indanesia
companed 10 in B Phiippine.

WEJ Is there going 1o be an onfine version?

Sadhvi Bhagawatl: Absolutely. There's two different ways o 0o about the onbne
WVETHIGN = e iy aclually end up daing balh of fhem

The firs1 vy 18 e essier — whal you do 5 take s which has aveady been
prepared and simply make 4 avislable onine m & wil type of system

Hmmum‘ummdml n @ rach moee mieracte. molimedia way

Im e enacycicpaodia, i an arickr on ihe [the slephant-headed god] Ganesh, s
a0 you'd R a0 aftichs on Gangsh nd you'd have Bn mage of teo images Bid
ONCE You g0 onlna, wih what mulimedia can o these days. 88 you rell the mouss
ower diflerent paris of Ganeshg, you'd have tex! pop UD saying Hene's what the
rofen tusk means, here s whal the belty symbofizes”

W5J: How do you see proph ing the encyclopedia?

Sadhvi Bhagawatl: | see i geling desemmabted n 8 couple of diferent ways 18
should Bf vy ey, 0 evory inshiubon. | aiss see it bedng somdthung thal
wenry Hindu tamily of svery Bimily mnlenested in Hindusm of mulbculursinm vwould
haree

Here ane el ewiracts from some of fems defined m ihe encyciopedia {in eech of
e foligwing coses M erplanabons i o muilipds pages). Thiy hove ol bean
affered mccepl b drop specal characiers fad could nol be repvoduced.

Ahirmaa
iferally, non wolence of non-eyury o heng bengs.

Thu Barst dafistencn b ahurmda (nonvicksncs ) & foaind in Acamngasula. & Laina tead
dating fram the 4™ cermery BC E Buddhst exas from the Sd centuty BCE sha
expheans the prncple of non-mpry. Acarangasulrs siaes that ol bengs detee 1o
I, and outlnes The practice of nod harmsng amy persan, snmal, plind, of the
croscopi bemgs kund in water, fee and i To facilitate ahemaa, Janas sdapd
Ihe practces of sweepang the anea where one sits. sheeps and walks o protect
wmal lifw farrms from potential ham, and weanng a tace mask o prevent the
hababon of small creatutes mnd to sollen (he force af an exhaled from the body

The adherance it vows of Ahmeas aflects every sapect of Jona e Jsnos choose
professions ihat mmemize viclence such as iaw, manufactunng poblishing and
ading in goods, a and lexdies (eacepl k) Unbl e s few decades, due to
protetations sgons] datard ravel, all Jainas lved in Incia. However, tens of
Mousands of Jnnas new inee m North Amenca snd Ewope. apphg thes
phulttapbny o M- voknon 1o modaern Meshile

Ay
Ioe sacred sound-symbol of Brabman e Sypesme Deng

This monosySable i undersiood ko be the source of 8l sound and speech Aum
pErmeates 38 words, ke nbs permeats 3 keal, acconding 1o Chandogya Upansad
M.23.3). Since all objects ane namaabie, all obyects are aum. Befors npciting Vedas
o fames of gods and goddesaes in worship, aum should be utleed, Tatiriya
Upanisad describes sum ot armabl (permessaon) Traditionally, sum and stha were
ultered by Brahm, the Creahor, and are conddened 1 be the Most suspicious
Apautarits vrote that the syllable aum is the gatoway to paradse

Moksa
Bherabon from the wonkdly bondsge of birth and death

Hewiu sages have emsaged purusaving catustays (four-old goals. of humae e}
which e — v {dubes fof SO sustenance and ndenidus good), ath
(means of mundsnance and prospedty), Eema (enryment wilvn moral promeses),
and ok (kbetalon from the iransien and sfainment of ihe semal) Oul of
hetctud, reakisa, libesrartiosn froem thet paing and suftenngs of ke and alss from Bhe
tandage of the vicxaun cycle of bath and dedth. has been evaluated ad the Supieme
o of every hioman beng and the ulmais destmy of all iInng bengs whatsoever

Click hevr fomead mone posts by Tipd Fodiow: her on Taifter 000 iele Like nda
Read Time on Facebook “w v and follow s on Twatter (147 5
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US varsity to launch encyclopaedia
of Hinduism

Encompassing more than 7,000 articles, the encyclopaedia also covers Indian
history, civilisation, language and philosophy

IANS
Published: 16:08 August 25, 2013 GULF .-~ NEWS

SHv B s

Washington: An 11-volume Encyclopaedia of Hinduism, outlining the beliefs and
traditions of one of the world's major religions, is set to be unveiled at a
conference of Indian scholars at the University of South Carolina (USC) on
Monday.

Culmination of a 25-year academic effort, the definitive guide is conceived,
compiled and produced by the India Heritage Research Foundation and published
by Mandala Publishing. according to the university.

Encompassing more than 7,000 articles, the encyclopaedia also covers Indian
histary, civilisation, language and philosophy; architecture, art, music and dance;
medicine, sciences and social institutions; and religion, spirituality and the role of
Hindu women.

Additionally, more than 1,000 colour illustrations and photographs bring the Hindu
traditions and culture alive for readers.

‘It has been an ambitious undertaking,” said French Hal French, a USC
distinguished professor emeritus of religious and associate editor of the
encyclopedia.

“The Encyclopaedia of Hinduism is a milestone in research for this culture and
religion, reflecting the very best in India and Western scholarship.”

French was amang nearly 1,000 scholars from India, the US and Europe who
wrote, edited and compiled the encyclopaedia, which provides the first
standardised and objective presentation of the panorama that is Indian culture.

On Monday's event marks the launch of the international edition of the
encyclopaedia. Dalai Lama launched its Indian edition in April 2010 in Rishikesh,
India.

The daylong launch conference will feature some of most prominent Indian
scholars, who will discuss the significance of the encyclopaedia and the richness
and diversity of Indian culture that binds more than one billion people worldwide.

Among the speakers will be Indian social activist Anna Hazare and Swami
Chidanand Saraswatiji, president of Parmarth Niketan Ashram in India and founder
of the India Heritage Research Foundation.

Sadhvi Bhagawati Saraswati, president of Divine Shakti Foundation and managing
editor of the encyclopedia, said the conference, like the encyclopaedia, aims to
deepen a conversation among cultures as part of India's quest for spiritual unity.

At Monday's launch event, the university will announce another India project called
“Carolindia®, a celebration of India through a series of fall and spring events.

Led by the College of Arts and Sciences’ Walker Institute, Carolindia aims at
elevating campus and community understanding of India's growing importance as
the world's largest democracy and a rising global economy, the university said.

Click on the individual news story to go to the full, clear, large-size web or pdf of the article.
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Swami Chidanand’s initiative results
in histnric schnlastic achievement
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US University launches year-long
celebration of India

LAME | Aug 27, 2013, 08.04 PAM IST
READ MORE Year-Long Calabration Of India] Univarsity Of South CarolinalCarolindia

WASHIMNGTOMN: The Liniwersity of
South Caralina launched yeardong,
i yeasr-long celebratlion of Indi, a5 id
urviilied (he inlemational addion of
the Encyclopedia of Hinduism at a
conference an one of the world's
okiest major religions

Hundreds of Hindu famiies travelled to Colembia in South Caralina, to walch Indian
social activist Anna Hazare, Hindu spiflual leader Swami Chidanand Saraswali and
universily Prasidient Hamis Pastices wunyeil the 11-olurme encyclopedia Maonday

Culmination of a 25-year academic effort, the definitive guide is conceived, comgiled
and produced by the India Heritage Research Foundation and pubished by Mandala
Publishing. accoonding to the: university.

“This i5 a ramarkable work of scholarship and research. | hope that many in academia
and in everyday life will tum to it as a resource to betber understand the characters, the
lenets and the impact that Hinduism has had, and is having in the world,” said Pastides

Hal Franch, professor ameritus of religious studies, who sarved as associate aditor of
the encyclopedia since its mcaption in 1987, called the 25-year quest to documant
Hinduksm & privilaga.

The confarance also marked the beginning of Carcd India, & year-long celebration of
India a& part of the university’ expanding intemnationalizetion programme that would
focus on & single country every year.

Robert Cox, director of the university's Walker Institute for International and Ansa
Studies, amid the univergity chose India for its firg! year because of the universily's and
stabe's increasing es wilh the country and for its importance as e workis Begest
democracy dnd rising eoonomis power

Cox said his greatest hope & that university students corme ta think of India as Bamiliar
place, not an exolic one

Carol India will featurs film festival, lectures, concerts and exhibits. Among the many
visitors to campus will be filmmaker Mira Nair. Students also will have the opportunity to
engage with faculty with Indian resaarch and teaching intarasts.

More than 1,000 scholars have contributed to the seminal work documenting one of the
world's oldest living traditions.

Encompassing more than 7,000 articles wilh ower 1,000 colour Sustralions and
photograghs, the encyclopedia also covers Indian history, civilization, language and
philosophy; archileclure, an, muesic and dance, medicine, sciences and Social
instilutions; and religion, spiribealily and the rabe of Hindu womaen,

The Dialai Lama introduced the Indian adition in April 2010 in Rishikesh, India.

Click on the individual news story to go to the full, clear, large-size web or pdf of the article.
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Encyclopedia of Hinduizm unweiled im US after
25%-year quest
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Hindu encyclopaedia published

fill entire pages, with foot
noted oxplanations of the
forms and powers God can

ColumbiaiSouth Caroli-
nn), Aug. 241 A compre
hensive encyclopaedia of

onc of the world's major ok in the religiomn.
religlons LB S 3] B “The I.Tni'li was o nave
unveiled next woeok in someihing protiy dofinitive

South Carnling naol just mhsnng
The 1l-wnlume work cov Hinduism, bt about the
ers Hindu spiritual belbefs, whole South Asian teadi

tlon.,” sald University of
aoith Caraling prolessor
Hnl Fronch

pracilees and philosopin
and is the culmination of o
25-year academic effort

The enovelopacdin s writ
ten in English and includes
about 7,000 Aarticles on
Hindulsm and s practice
The work alsa deals with
Indinn history, langunges,
art, miishe, dance, achitec
T, modicing, mnd
WOHMEN8 1ssies,

The encyclopasdia con
tains miore Lhan 1000 jllus

Or Meecra Narasimban,
vice dean of the Unlwersiby
of South Carolina School
of Medicing, with the
Hindu encyclopasdia. —AP

tratlons and photograpls.
Brighily colowred B
pos ol Hinoulsm's deities

“This hadn't been attom
pied before.” said Ar
Fronch, &l a F:l:l.li'u:sur
emeriiug of relijgious siud
e gt the school and an
negsociate oditor. "l is o
milestone of research that
bBrowgEht tageiher bBoth
Eastern and Western schol
arship ™ AF
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COLUNBILA, South Carafina (AF) = A comprelensive encyclopedia of ane of the world's major Oman Trlbune
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COUUMBIA {US] A 25-year guest by nearty 1,000 scholars to document and
present ane of he warkds aldest Inwng lradbang came o rubwen when the
‘Encyclopedia of Hindumm' was ufresiled at the University of Southerm Calamia
&n Tussday.
ﬂnmruﬂ
Hundreds of scholars, dgnianes, studerts, Hindu leaders and the publc
e g I emrreerped ar e urivesely camous by witness the relesse of much anbapated
Barbadﬂs i and defistive 11 wokene guide conceived, compled and groduced by the India
Haritags Rassarch Faundatise. South Carsling Gowarnar Mikka Halay, Indan
P —— e —_—— Consyl General in Adarcs Ayt Kumar snd Gandhan &nra FEZENE WM BrESens,

The bwa-day evenl cnodeg wih e release lestured some of the lop [ndan
schalars whe discussed the sigrificance of the ercyclopedia and tBe richness and
Vicrhe divansity oF [ndinn culurs Bt binde macs than ans Bllisn paspls warldwids,

i i H i - 1 i The evert i the leumch of the incemabonal edmen of the Encyclopadia of
Inauism in L] ainboow Land: an armrmative

o Hrdurim. Tibeten speitual leader Dalai Lama had launched the tndan edissn in
view 2010 in Rishioesh

Cr Masmis Fastides, President of Univensty of South Carcling, said that he was

r-urnhlbe o see the encyclopedia beng lsumched in his campus. "1t s & deep
be partiapet the Amernican release of the Encyslopedia of

. This is & e Ble mork of scholarsbap and researnch. | hope thatl
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academia and in everyday Ife wil turn to & 85 8 rescurce to batter undensand
e characters, the tenets, and tee impact Ehat Hinduism has had, and is having
i the wirkd,” be #id,

1 Pl veith gram interast Rayrmessd BameRarfars fecert pists in Eha sommeniar pige of P
(Base dian tthed Dl n the Crassls woorid snd | s Desmoted (o wrga my view, nol 48 B reactsn, fer
Raymond's wiiting is immarlate and [ admire his style, bot @5 2 complement to whene b st off
o the inbellectual namatre L " " " .
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English edition of "Encyclopedia of Hinduism™ 13 released in USA
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NEW DELMI, August 36 The Enghsh edon of Enceclopedia of Hndusim , & produsct of 25 vadrn of
g rabanties sracemc sfipiy by nearly & thousand scholars, was resazad in the Lintsd Statws on
.t Monday. The enant is consadined & missbone in indian Studses

The § 1-oluma encydopeda covers Hndu spntual belefs, prachoes and phdosoph, and
srcompaniel more than 7,000 articies that span Indan betory, cvilieton, lenquige and
phetosophyy; amhitecure, art. munc and dance; madacine, soences snd socisl msbtubons; and
robmon, sparduakey and e role of Mendu women

MOST

Addhrenaly, mors Than 1,000 colsor ustrations and phobographs rog the Hrsdy raStons snd
odture abve for readers

The Globe and Mail

i
3 VANCOUVERDESI

Top Wews BCCassis Felysesd  Sparts Husmess Travel

After 25-year international effort,
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After 25-year intemational effort,
‘Encyclopedia of Hinduism' to be
unveiled next week
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Click on the individual news story to go to the full, clear, large-size web or pdf of the article.
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Full, International Coverage of the Launch of the
International Edition of the Encyclopedia*

Click on the individual links to go to the full, clear, large-size web or pdf of the articles.

Belgium

New Europe.com, “After 25-year international effort, ‘Encyclopedia of Hinduism’ to be unveiled
next week,” 24th August, 2013

Canada

The Asian Connections Newspaper, “Encyclopedia of Hinduism unveiled in US,” 29th August,
2013

Darpan Magazine, “US Launches International Edition of Encyclopedia of Hinduism,” 28th
August, 2013

Circa, “Encyclopedia of Hinduism complete after 25 years,” 24th August, 2013

The Globe and Mail, “After 25-year international effort, ‘Encyclopedia of Hinduism’ to be unveiled
next week,” 24th August, 2013

Times Colonist, “After 25-year international effort, ‘Encyclopedia of Hinduism’ to be unveiled next
week,” 24th August, 2013

Edmonton Journal, “After 25-year international effort, ‘Encyclopedia of Hinduism’ to be unveiled
next week,” 24th August, 2013

Nanaimo Daily News, “After 25-year international effort, ‘Encyclopedia of Hinduism’ to be
unveiled next week,” 24th August, 2013

Calgary Herald, “After 25-year international effort, ‘Encyclopedia of Hinduism’ to be unveiled
next week,” 24th August, 2013

Vancouver Desi, “After 25-year international effort, ‘Encyclopedia of Hinduism’ to be unveiled
next week,” 24th August, 2013

The Windsor Star, “After 25-year international effort, ‘Encyclopedia of Hinduism’ to be unveiled
next week,” 24th August, 2013

The Gazette (Montreal), “After 25-year international effort, ‘Encyclopedia of Hinduism’ to be
unveiled next week,” 24th August, 2013

The Province, “After 25-year international effort, ‘Encyclopedia of Hinduism’ to be unveiled next
week,” 24th August, 2013

India

India Times, “Encyclopedia of Hinduism Unveiled,” 28th August, 2013

Cool Age, “US varsity launches celebration of India,” 28th August, 2013

The India Express, “US varsity launches celebration of India,” 28th August, 2013

IBN Live, “University of South Carolina launches a year-long celebration of India,” 28th August,
2013

The Times of India, “25 years in making, Encyclopedia of Hinduism unveiled in US,” 28th August,
2013

MoneyControl.com, “Encyclopedia of Hinduism unveiled in US,” 27th August, 2013
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http://www.edmontonjournal.com/life/After+25year+international+effort+Encyclopedia+Hinduism/8829517/story.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+canwest%2FF7710+(Edmonton+Journal+-+News+%2F+World)
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http://www.calgaryherald.com/news/world/After+25year+international+effort+Encyclopedia+Hinduism/8829517/story.html
http://www.vancouverdesi.com/news/after-25-year-international-effort-encyclopedia-of-hinduism-to-be-unveiled-next-week-2/613526/
http://www.windsorstar.com/life/After+25year+international+effort+Encyclopedia+Hinduism/8829517/story.html
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news/features/encyclopedia-hinduism-unveiled-us_941284.html
http://www.indiatimes.com/news/americas/encyclopedia-of-hinduism-unveiled-97828.html
http://www.coolage.in/2013/08/28/us-varsity-launches-celebration-of-india/
http://newindianexpress.com/world/US-varsity-launches-celebration-of-India/2013/08/28/article1756178.ece
http://m.ibnlive.com/news/world/university-of-south-carolina-launches-a-yearlong-celebration-of-india/417754-2.html
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/rest-of-world/25-years-in-making-Encyclopedia-of-Hinduism-unveiled-in-US/articleshow/22110800.cms

The Sentinel, “US varsity launches celebration of India,” 27th August, 2013

Dainik Post, “Encyclopedia of Hinduism unveiled in US,” 27th August, 2013

The Times of India, “US university launches year-long celebration of India,” 27th August, 2013

IBN Live, “25 years in making, Encyclopedia of Hinduism unveiled in US,” 27th August, 2013

Coastal Digest, “25 years in making, Encyclopedia of Hinduism unveiled in US,” 27th August, 2013

Rediff.com, “25 years in making, Encyclopedia of Hinduism finally unveiled,” 27th August, 2013

Sify News, “25 years in making, Encyclopedia of Hinduism unveiled in US,” 27th August, 2013

Press Trust of India, “Encyclopedia of Hinduism unveiled in US,” 27th August, 2013

News for All, “Hindu Dharm Visvakosh Ke Antararashtriya Sanskaran Ka America Mein Hua
Lokarpan,” 27th August, 2013 (in Hindi)

Samay Live, “25 Sal Mein Taiyar Hua Hindu Dharm Ka Vishvakosh America Mein Jari,” 27th August,
2013 (in Hindi)

Outlook India, “Encyclopedia of Hinduism unveiled in US,” 27th August, 2013

Daily Post, “Encyclopedia of Hinduism unveiled in US,” 27th August, 2013

BBC India, “25 Barason Mein Sanjoya Hindu Dharm Ka Vishvakosh Slideshow,” 27th August, 2013
(in Hindi)

The Times of India, “India Heritage Research Foundation releases International Edition of
Encyclopedia of Hinduism,” 26th August, 2013

The Pioneer, “Encyclopaedia of Hinduism set for big launch,” 26th August, 2013

Zee News, “Hindu encyclopedia to be unveiled today,” 26th August, 2013

Navbharat Times, “Duniya ka Pehla Hindu Encyclopedia,” 26th August, 2013 (in Hindi)

Dainik Jagran, “Hindu Dharm Vishvakosh Ka America Mein Hua Lokarpan,” 26th August, 2013 (in
Hindi)

Dainik Jagran, “Lokarpan” Slideshow, 26th August, 2013

The Hindu, “Hindu encyclopedia to be unveiled on Monday,” 26th August, 2013

Truth Dive, “US university to launch Hindu encyclopedia on Monday,” 26th August, 2013

India TV, “International edition of Encyclopedia of Hinduism launched in US,” 26th August, 2013

Mathrubhumi, “US varsity to launch encyclopaedia of Hinduism,” 26th August, 2013

Dainik Jagran, “25 Sal Mein Taiyar Hua Hindu Visvakosh,” 25th August, 2013 (in Hindi)

India Today, “25 years in making, encyclopedia of Hinduism is finally complete,” 25th August, 2013

Samay Live, “Hindu encyclopedia to be unveiled on Monday,” 25th August, 2013

WISTV.com, “25 years in making, encyclopedia of Hinduism is complete,” 25th August, 2013

Nagaland Post, “US university to launch encyclopaedia of Hinduism,” 25th August, 2013

Daily Bhaskar, “Hindu Encyclopaedia with 11-volumes, 7,000 articles and 1,000 pics unveiled in US,”
25th August, 2013

NDTV, “25 years in making, Hindu encyclopaedia to be unveiled tomorrow,” 25th August, 2013

The Economic Times, “25 years in making, Hindu encyclopedia is complete,” 25th August, 2013

The Morung Express, “25 years in making, Hindu encyclopedia is now complete,” 25th August, 2013

Truth Dive, “Hindu encyclopedia completed after 25 years in making in US,” 25th August, 2013

ANI News, “Hindu encyclopedia completed after 25 years in making in US,” 25th August, 2013

MSN India, “US varsity to launch encyclopaedia of Hinduism,” 25th August, 2013

Daily News, “US varsity to launch encyclopaedia of Hinduism,” 25th August, 2013

The Times of India, “US university to launch encyclopaedia of Hinduism tomorrow,” 25th August


http://www.sentinelassam.com/international/story.php?sec=2&subsec=4&id=168735&dtP=2013-08-28&ppr=1
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/nri/us-canada-news/US-university-launches-year-long-celebration-of-India/articleshow/22100022.cms?
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http://www.rediff.com/news/report/25-years-in-the-making-encyclopedia-of-hinduism-finally-unveiled/20130827.htm
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http://news.outlookindia.com/items.aspx?artid=808193
http://www.dailypost.in/editor-s-pick/2383-encyclopedia-of-hinduism-unveiled-in-us
http://www.bbc.co.uk/hindi/multimedia/2013/08/130827_encyclopedia_hinduism_gal_sb.shtml
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http://www.dailypioneer.com/world/encyclopaedia-of-hinduism-set-for-big-launch.html
http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/hindu-encyclopedia-to-be-unveiled-today_871714.html
http://navbharattimes.indiatimes.com/world/america/25-years-in-making-Hindu-encyclopedia-to-be-unveiled/articleshow/22052251.cms
http://www.jagran.com/news/world-25-years-in-making-hindu-encyclopedia-is-complete-10670737.html
http://www.jagran.com/news/world-hindu-encyclopedia-to-be-unveiled-today-10675116.html
http://www.jagran.com/photos/launch-8856.html#photodetail
http://www.thehindu.com/features/friday-review/religion/hindu-encyclopaedia-to-be-unveiled-on-monday/article5058826.ece
http://truthdive.com/2013/08/26/us-university-to-launch-hindu-encyclopedia-on-monday.html
http://www.indiatvnews.com/news/world/international-edition-of-encyclopedia-of-hinduism-launched-in-us-13117.html
http://www.mathrubhumi.com/english/story.php?id=139250
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/hinduism-hinduism-encyclopedia-swami-chidanand-saraswati-hindus/1/301266.html
http://www.wistv.com/story/23245716/25-years-in-making-hindu-encyclopedia-is-complete
http://www.nagalandpost.com/ChannelNews/International/InternationalNews.aspx?news=TkVXUzEwMDA0Mzk1Ng%3D%3D-djNuZHyyWK0%3D
http://www.ndtv.com/article/india/25-years-in-making-hindu-encyclopaedia-to-be-unveiled-tomorrow-410129
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-08-25/news/41445345_1_encyclopaedia-indian-culture-hinduism
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-industry/et-cetera/25-years-in-making-hindu-encyclopedia-is-complete/articleshow/22036722.cms
http://www.morungexpress.com/national/101751.html
http://truthdive.com/2013/08/25/Hindu-encyclopedia-completed-after-25-years-in-making-in-US.html
http://www.aninews.in/newsdetail4/story127418/hindu-encyclopedia-completed-after-25-years-in-making-in-us.html
http://news.in.msn.com/international/us-varsity-to-launch-encyclopaedia-of-hinduism
http://india.nydailynews.com/politicsarticle/38be002539f4ade2a3fa4d93bbe6b52e/us-varsity-to-launch-encyclopaedia-of-hinduism

Manorama Online, “Hindu encyclopedia to be unveiled Monday,” 25th August, 2013
DNA, “Now, a Hindu encyclopaedia with all you need to know about its practices and beliefs,”
25th August, 2013

lapan

The Japan Times, “Encyclopedia on Hinduism ready”, 24th August, 2013

Korea
The Korea Herald, “25 years in making, Hindu encyclopedia is complete,” 25th August, 2013

Nepal
The Himalayan Times, “25 years in making, Hindu encyclopedia is complete,” 24th August, 2013

New Zealand
The New Zealand Herald, “Hindu encyclopedia is complete after 25 years,” 25th August, 2013

Oman
Oman Tribune, “Encyclopedia of Hinduism unveiled in US after 25-year quest,” 26th August, 2013

Sri Lanka
Sunday Island, “English edition of “Encyclopedia of Hinduism” is released in USA,” 26th August,
2013

South Africa
Times Live, “Hindu encyclopedia completed after 25 years,” 25th August, 2013

The Philippines
Inquirer, “25 years in making, Hindu encyclopedia is complete,” 25th August, 2013

The Vatican
Vatican Radio, “25 years in making, Encyclopedia of Hinduism unveiled in US,” 27th August, 2013

Trinidad

Guardian, “Hinduism in the Rainbow Land: an affirmative view,” 19th November, 2012

UAE

Bellevision, “25 years in making, Encyclopedia of Hinduism unveiled in US,” 27th August, 2013
The National, “Milestone in research on Hinduism, 25 years in making,” 25th August, 2013
Gulf News, “US varsity to launch encyclopaedia of Hinduism,” 25th August, 2013

USA
India Abroad, “Making the Encyclopedia of Hinduism: Epic Effort”, 13th September, 2013
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http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20130825000059
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http://www.bellevision.com/belle/index.php?action=celebrity_watch&type=1062
http://ihrf.com/news/international/13.9.2013_India_Abroad.pdf

Huffington Post, “An Encyclopedia of Hinduism? Just One More Step in Understanding and
Preserving the Religion’s Legacy”, 3rd September, 2013

Wall Street Journal, “Q&A: The Encyclopedia of Hinduism”, 3rd September, 2013

The Indian Panorama, “Encyclopedia of Hinduism Launched,” 30th August, 2013

Desi Talk, “Encyclopedia of Hinduism Unveiled at University of South Carolina,” 30th August

The Daily Gamecock, “USC assists with publishing Encyclopedia of Hinduism,” 28th August,
2013

MidlandsConnect.com, “Unprecedented Hindu Encyclopedia Unveiled,” 26th August, 2013

WLTX.com, “Encyclopedia of Hinduism Debuts at USC,” 26th August, 2013

The Washington Times, “Hindu encyclopedia completed after 25 years,” 24th August, 2013

The Washington Post, “After 25-year international effort, ‘Encyclopedia of Hinduism’ to be
unveiled next week,” 24th August, 2013

KRQE, “25 years in making, Hindu encyclopedia is complete,” 24th August, 2013

The Post and Courier, “25 years in making, Hindu encyclopedia is complete,” 24th August, 2013

Associated Press, “25 years in making, Hindu encyclopedia is complete,” 24th August, 2013

ABC News, “25 years in making, Hindu encyclopedia is complete,” 24th August, 2013

News Telegram, “25 years in making, Hindu encyclopedia is complete,” 24th August, 2013

TribLive, “11 volumes to detail Hinduism, South Asia,” 24th August, 2013

The State, “Faith events in and around Columbia, Aug. 24 and beyond,” 23rd August, 2013

University of South Carolina Press, “USC to launch Encyclopedia of Hinduism Aug. 26,” 12th
August, 2013

Newswise, “U of SC to Host Launch of the Encyclopedia of Hinduism Aug. 26,” 12th August,
2013

India Post, “Encyclopedia of Hinduism launched in Chicagoland,” 2nd August, 2013

India Tribune, “Encyclopedia on Hinduism launched by Swami Chidanand at MSM,” 28th July,
2013

India Post, “Encyclopedia of Hinduism to be launched in Chicago,” 25th July, 2013

* Please note - this list is not fully complete. As more news stories come we will add them to this list
and to our website.
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Other Important Events of the

Encyclopedia of Hinduism

Preview & Blessings Ceremony, 3rd-4th April 2010

By the grace of God, under the guidance and inspiration of Pujya Swami Chidanandji, we held

a special Preview and Blessings Ceremony for the Encyclopedia of Hinduism on the 3rd and 4th
April, 2010 by the hands of H.H. the Dalai Lama with Pujya Swami Chidanandji and many other
revered saints and dignitaries. Click here to read a special newsletter covering this event.

Presenting the Encyclopedia of Hinduism to
President of India, Smt. Pratibha Patil



http://ihrf.com/docs/april2010.pdf

First Volume of Encyclopedia Presented

Prior to going for print, the first volume of the Encyclopedia was presented
by the Encyclopedia team to Pujya Swamiji and Pujya Sant Shri Rameshbhai
Oza (Bhaishri) during Pujya Bhaishri’s katha at Parmarth Niketan Ashram in
Rishikesh. Pujya Acharya Balkrishnaji, Pujya Swami Asanganandji and other
revered saints were also present.

Preview & Blessings Ceremony, 3rd-4th April 2010

Serendipitously, the first USA preview took place in the same hall of the
same ceter where a special yagna for the Encyclopedia had been performed
at the very beginning of the project in 1993. The first three volumes of the
Encyclopedia were previewed and blessed in New Jersey, USA during a
sacred and auspicious Rama Katha by Pujya Sant Shri Morari Bapu. Pujya
Swamiji, Pujya Bapuji and Pujya Goswami Indira Betiji blessed and preview
the volumes.



“Soft” Launch in Chicago, 27th July 2013
at Manav Seva Mandir

A “soft-launch” of the Encyclopedia was performed in Chicago, IL on the 27th July at
the Manav Seva Mandir. A special event was held on the theme of: “Spirituality in
Daily Life: The Eternal Message of Sanatan Dharma.” Spiritual discourses were given
by Pujya Swamiji and Sadhvi Bhagawatiji prior to the unveiling of the Encyclopedia.

News Coverage:

Click on the individual news story to go to the full, clear,
large-size web or pdf of the article.
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http://desitalk.com/NewsIndiaTimes/20130822/5471889354088609261.htm?utm_source=August+30%2C+2013&utm_campaign=August+30th+2013&utm_medium=email
http://www.ihrf.com/news/DESI_TALK_CHICAGO-ENCYCLOPEDIA_OF_HINDUISM_ARTICLE-3.pdf
http://www.indiapost.com/encyclopedia-of-hinduism-launched-in-chicagoland/

“Soft” Launch in Louisville, KY, 21st July, 2013

A “soft-launch” was also performed in Louisville, Kentucky where the volumes were unveiled by
Mr. Greg Fischer, the Mayor of Louisville. Mayor Fischer officially declared the 21st July as the
“Day of the Encyclopedia of Hinduism” and issued an official Proclamation which proclaims
that July 21st will always be celebrated as the “Day of the Encyclopedia of Hinduism.”

News Coverage:

Click on the individual news story to go to the full, clear,
large-size web or pdf of the article.
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http://www.ihrf.com/news/IE-081613_USA_P11_NANL_rev-1-1.pdf

ENCYCLOPEDIA

HINDUISM

For more information about
the Encyclopedia of Hinduism
and to order, please email to

info@ihrf.com
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